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First Bell Rings at 7:50              March 26, 2018        Tardy Bell Rings at 7:55 
 

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ILL OR WILL BE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL 
Next Borlaug Newsletter:  April 9, 2018  

                                                                                               

TEAM 1 = Preschool & Kindergarten • TEAM 2 = 1st Grade & 2nd Grade • TEAM 3 = 3rd Grade & 4th Grade • TEAM 4 = 5th Grade & 6th Grade 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Is your E-Registration Updated? 
 

                        Please remember – 

It is very important to update your 
E-Registration Account when changes 
in your address, phone number, and/or  
other important information occurs!  
If you would like to make an appointment  
for assistance with E- Registration,  
please call us at 688-1155. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Be sure to visit our Borlaug website at www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES 
Visit the PTO website at https://www.borlaugpto.org/ 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement 
 

It is the policy of the Iowa City Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints 
of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, please contact Kingsley Botchway II, Director of Equity, 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA  52245, 319-

688-1000, Botchway.kingsley@iowacityschools.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
03/26/18            5th grade Artist in Residence Week 
03/30/18            Opera Iowa – Gym                                                1:45 pm 
04/03/18            PTO Meeting – Media Center                             6:30 pm 
04/05/18            Dine Out For Education 
04/07/18            PTO Carnival     4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
04/13/18            Student Council Spirit Day:  Decades Day 
04/13/18            5th grade field trip – Old Capitol                          9:15 am - 1:00 pm 
04/19/18            2018-19 New Kindergarten’s Roundup             2:15 pm - 3:30 pm 
04/20/18            No School for students and staff 
04/25/18            Advanced Band Concert – West High                7:30 pm 
05/01/18            Beginning Band Concert – West High                4:15 pm 
05/01/18            PTO Meeting – Media Center                              6:30 pm 
05/02/18            Art Show/Book Fair                                               3:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
05/03/18            Book Fair                    2:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
05/07/18            Orchestra Concert – West High                           7:30 pm 
05/11/18            Student Council Spirit Day:  Career Day  
05/11/18            Sixth Graders visit NWJH                                       9:30 am 
05/11/18            K Fine Arts Activity                                                 1:30 pm 
05/15/18            Borlaug 5/6 Grades Track Meet – City High      11:00 am 
05/17/18            Concert 4, 5 & 6 grades – Gym                            9:15 am 
05/21/18            K Field Trip to Bloomsbury Farm                         9:00 am 
05/25/18            Student Council Spirit Day:  Mix and Match Day 

 

      BREAKFAST/LUNCH PRICES 
             Full          Reduced  
                           Price           Price 

Breakfast            $1.75 30¢ 
Lunch                  $2.50 40¢ 
Milk                  50¢ 50¢ 
Adult Breakfast $1.80 
Adult Lunch       $3.50 
       
Call by 8:15 am to order a school lunch if 

you would like to eat with your child. 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY: The earliest children should be at school is 7:40, including breakfast which begins at 7:40 am. When children arrive before 
that time they are unsupervised. They will wait outside until the 7:50 bell rings unless it is raining or snowing.  They are outside 

unless the temperature and/or wind chill is below zero.  Make sure your children are dressed appropriately for the weather.  Cold 
days are ahead so we want you to be aware of our procedures.  

Students are considered tardy after 7:55. 

Thank you. 

 

    

Borlaug Elementary School                  
1000 Kennedy Parkway                 

Coralville, Iowa 52241                                   
 

Celeste Shoppa, Principal 
Martha Peterson, SAM/SFA                         

Mary Gauthier, Secretary  
 

Telephone: (319) 688-1155 
Fax: (319) 688-1156 

 

http://www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES


 

 

 

A Message from Mrs. Shoppa, Borlaug’s Principal  
Every Child, Every Day, Whatever it takes to be Borlaug BEST! 

 
I hope you had a wonderful Spring Break with your family.  It was great to see our students return with smiling 
faces and eager to see their friends and teachers. We are looking forward to the remainder of the school year 
and our continuous efforts with our Borlaug students. As always, thank you for your support and working with 
us as partners for our children. 
 
 

 
 

Borlaug “TOP DOG” Students 
Each month Borlaug staff members recognize the hard work among our students and nominate them as 
Borlaug “Top Dogs”. A group photo is taken and displayed in the front hall on our Borlaug Top Dog bulletin 
board.  The nomination forms are mailed home along with a copy of the group photo. We also read the 
student nominations during morning announcements, and place student first names by grade levels in our 
newsletters. We are very proud of our Borlaug Bulldogs for being respectful, responsible, and safe.  
 

Kingergarten – Lauren, Athena, Esha  

1st – Meredith, Alaldin, Palak  

2nd – Savannah, Amar, Tabarak  

3rd – Dede, Spencer, JiHyuk  

4th – Colin, Ellie, Mina  

5th – Rawan, Natalie  

6th – Karen, Jamela, Jakiya,Areej  

 

Thursday, April 5th is Dine Out for 
Education!!! 

 

 

Take a day off in the kitchen and visit one of our Dine Out restaurant partners 
listed HERE!  You can dine in or carry out all day long . . . breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and snacks.  Each of the restaurant partners listed will donate 10% of their daily 

sales back to benefit our schools and area students!   
 
If your group is planning to order in on Thursday, here is a link to online menus.  (The restaurants appreciate a 
couple of days’ notice for larger groups ). 
 
Thank you for taking time to Dine Out for Education!  #gethungryforeducation   

https://iccsdfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/April-5-Dine-Out-Poster.jpg
https://iccsdfoundation.org/dine-out-restaurant-online-links/


 

 

 

Coming to Borlaug School March 30th 2018 

OPERA IOWA 
Presenting  

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Jack and the Beanstalk is a 40-minute opera for children composed by John Davies. The story is based on the 
beloved fairy tale of the title, but with a twist, and the music is drawn from the famous works of Gilbert and 
Sullivan. Its strong message of compassion and inclusion has made it a favorite with teachers and parents 
alike! Davies is also the composer of OPERA Iowa favorites The Three Little Pigs and The Billy Goats Gruff. 
 
  
STORY: Living in poverty with his mother, Jack sells the family cow to the mysterious Trouble-Man for a 
handful of beans. When he returns home and shows his mom the scrawny seeds, she throws them out a 
window in despair. The beans, of course, take root, and in the moonlight a magical stalk grows to the sky. 
Discovering the beanstalk and climbing it, as any boy hero would, Jack finds himself in the castle of a very 
large oaf and his kindly, but haggard, wife. Learning that this giant has taken his father’s golden hen, Jack, 
with the help of the Giant’s wife, stealthily takes it back. The Giant, in pursuit of Jack, receives a bump on the 
head after falling from the beanstalk, causing him to forget he’s supposed to be “bad.” Realizing all the 
trouble he’s caused, the Giant resolves to behave well, agreeing that consideration for others requires people 
large and small to treat other people as they would want to be treated. 
 

We need parent volunteers to help the crew set up and tear 
down for the show! If you are interested, please sign up here: 

 http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-
opera1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-opera1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-opera1


 

 

 

 

A Note from the Nurse, Megan Carlson, MHP,RN 

Winter is the season for snow, cold weather, and, unfortunately, influenza and other viruses in Iowa.  Current 
influenza activity is noted to be “regional” in the state, but is expected to rise in the next few weeks to 
“widespread.”  Other respiratory and stomach-virus illnesses are also increasing in the community.  In order 
to keep our students feeling well, we need your help to prevent the spread of these illnesses!  

  Please keep your children home if they are not feeling well or have a fever (temperature over 
100F or 38C), diarrhea, or vomiting.  Keep them home for 24 hours after these symptoms have 
stopped without the use of medication.  
  The most effective illness prevention is thorough and frequent hand washing.  
  Encourage “covering your cough” in your elbow, not your hand. 
  It is important that your child is well rested and eating healthy foods to help their immune system 
work properly. 
  If you haven’t already, schedule an appointment for the influenza vaccine. 
  Finally, when reporting an absence for your child due to illness, please state the nature of their 
illness or symptoms they are experiencing.  This will help us to track excess absences in a specific room 
– for notification of families as necessary and/or to encourage extra cleaning from school staff.  Please 
call the main office (319-688-1155) to report any absences.  Voicemail is available to leave a message if 
school is not yet in session.  Emails are not preferred--teachers may also get ill at times and 
substitutes are unable to access their email accounts to report any absences.  

Thank you!  Megan Carlson, MNHP, RN, Borlaug School Nurse 

 
 

New 7th Grade Immunization Requirements 

Per Iowa law,  there are two additional immunizations required for 7th grade entry.  These immunizations are 
Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis/whooping cough) and meningococcal (to prevent meningitis, a 
bacteria that infects the brain, blood and spinal cord). The meningococcal shot was a new requirement for 
the 2017-18 school year. The Tdap shot has been required since 2013-14. Some students will have already 
received these shots during their regular physical exams.  Please check your child’s immunization record to 
find out if they had the Tdap booster and Meningitis shot.  Please turn in the documentation to school if the 
shots were received. 
 

According to the new meningococcal shot state law, students that have not received the immunization will 
not meet the mandatory immunization requirement and no grace period to catch-up will be given. (There 
is a short grace period for the Tdap shot however). Students may not be able to come to school on the first 
day of the 2018-19 school year if parents have not provided documentation that their child received the 
meningococcal shot.  Parents should call their child’s health care provider now to make appointments for 
these immunizations.  Johnson County Public Health also provides the immunizations at no cost to children 
with or without health insurance.  Please call 319-356-6042 to make an appointment. Feel free to contact the 
school nurse at your child’s elementary school if you have questions or need assistance getting the required 
immunization. 
 
 
 
 

tel:(319)%20688-1155
tel:(319)%20356-6042


 

 

 

Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten Registration for the next school year for those families living in the Borlaug attendance area will be 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018, from 8:00 am to 6:30 pm, in the school office.  If your child will be 5 years old on or 
before September 15, 2018, they may attend Kindergarten for the 2018-19 school year.   
 
Please bring the following documents to registration:  

1. Proof of your child’s date of birth 

2. Immunization Record 

3. Proof of residence, such as a rental agreement,  

utility bill, etc., showing your name and current address 

 

The registration process takes approximately 30 minutes and will involve entering information on a computer.  

Incoming Kindergarten students do not need to attend registration but are welcome. 

Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Thursday, April 19th, at Borlaug from 2:15 to 3:30 pm.  There will be activities in 
the Kindergarten classrooms for the students while parents will attend a meeting in the Multi-Purpose Room.  Please 
mark this important date on your calendar. If you have any questions, please call the school office at 319-688-1155. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

A Message from Mrs. Cox, Borlaug’s Art Teacher 
 

Calling all Bulldog Parents, the Art room needs your help!  In preparation for Fine Arts  
Week, I am looking for a Parent volunteer for each homeroom.  This is a school wide  
Art Exhibit, so the more hands we have the less work for display.  Assistance is needed  
for mounting art on construction paper & labeling student work.  This should take  
approximately 2 hours of your time.  Upcoming dates if you are planning to assist: 

 December-April:  Email me to let me know that you are interested in volunteering as a 
homeroom parent. cox.michelle@iowacityschools.org  

 February 28th:  Stop in the art room after your child’s conference for a 5 minute demonstration 
of mounting & labeling student work. 

 April 16, 2018: Monday morning after student drop off, come to the art room to mount and 
label student work. 

 April 20, 2018:  Workday to complete mounting 
 

Thank you for your consideration Bulldogs!! 
 
 

 
Thank you, Borlaug Parents! 

Thank you for your overwhelming positive response to our new morning car line procedure.  We thank you for 
your patience as we have implemented this new routine. We feel our parking lot is a much safer place with 
these procedures in place. It remains important to stay behind the person in front of you, waiting to move 
forward until it's your turn, instead of exiting out of order. This ensures a steady flow of traffic and should help 
with some of the congestion as parents exit.   
 
We have noticed students getting out towards the back of the parking lot.  It is important that people are 
ONLY dropping off at the designated, numbered drop-off spots so that our carline can proceed as 
designed. Please continue to have your child ready to unload as quickly as possible. For those families 
choosing to park in a designated spot, thank you for using the sidewalk. This is a much safer option than 
cutting across the carline traffic. 
 
Please keep in mind there may be neighbors in the Kennedy Pkwy line of cars who are not turning into 
Borlaug.  We want all to be safe and aware so we can avoid any potential accident. 
 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! 
We are excited to announce coming soon is a video to share with our  
Families of our car line procedures.  We thank our PTO for volunteering 
their creativity and time to make this possible.  We will send a link once 
 we have it ready to share. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cox.michelle@iowacityschools.org


 

 

 

Openings in Borlaug’s Preschool Program 
The Iowa City Community School District, as part of 
the State-Wide Voluntary Preschool Program, offers 
free preschool for children who turn four years old on 
or before September 15, 2017. 
 

All programs offer two half-day options:   
AM M – F       or       PM M, T, W, and F.                                                 
AM:  7:55 – 10:45  PM:  12:00 – 2:55                                                                                 

   

Application Information 
All applications will be completed online.  To complete an application for your child please visit: www.iowacityschools.org and click 
on the Preschool Application link under the News heading.  Computers will be available at the Educational Services Center building 
at 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City for those needing assistance with filling out the application for their four year old child. 

 

 
 
 

A Message from Mrs. Martha Peterson, SFA and SAM 

Borlaug Student and Family Advocate (SFA) and School Administration Manager (SAM)                        
Borlaug: 319-688-1159 

    
Check out my new Teacher Page!!  
I am in the process of creating and adding to my new SFA teacher page, located on the Borlaug website: 
https://www.iowacityschools.org/Domain/3872 Check back frequently for updates on upcoming community 
events and links to important resources! This is the best way to not miss out on opportunities that could 
benefit your family! 
 
Winter Gear 
As you are digging out your winter gear, Borlaug will always welcome the following donations: 
*Children’s boots (especially sizes 12-4) *Warm, waterproof mittens *Snow pants (all sizes) 
 
Just Ask! 
I currently have information to share regarding: 

 Help with preparing your taxes 

 English language classes 

 Iowa City Girls Softball registration information translated in several languages (Arabic, Japanese, 

Chinese, French, and Spanish) 

 Many other community resources! If I don’t know the answer, I’ll find someone who can help! 

 
 
 
 
 

    

 

http://www.iowacityschools.org/
tel:(319)%20688-1159
https://www.iowacityschools.org/Domain/3872


 

 

 

 

 
 Borlaug Spirit Days Sponsored by Student Council 

Month Spirit Day/Week 

September 22nd  Sports Day -- Wear your favorite sports team clothing or 
colors 

October 20th 
 

Heritage Awareness Day -- Represent your cultural 
heritage by bringing a photo, a story, a book, a video, a 
song, or traditional dress! We look forward to seeing the 
many unique ideas our families come up with and learning 
about all of the many represented cultures at our school! 

November 10th 
 

Pajama Day w/ Stuffed Animal -- Wear some comfy 
pajamas and feel free to bring a stuffed animal along for 
this exciting day! 

December 15th 
 

Back to the Future Day -- Dress like you are from the 
future! What year will it be? Maybe the year 3030! 

January 19th 
 

Dress as your parent or teacher day! 
* What would your parent or teacher wear? 

February 16th 
 

Color Wheel Day -- Each grade will be wearing a different 
color 
PK/K- Red 
1st- Orange 
2nd- Yellow 
3rd- Green 
4th- Blue 
5th-Purple/Pink 
6th- White 

March 9th 
 

Disney Day -- wear a shirt or dress up as your favorite 
Disney character 

April 13th 
 

Decades Day! -- Dress up from the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s 
(Poodle skirts, disco pants, neon colors) 

May 11th 
 

Career Day -- Dress up to match the career you want to 
have some day! 

May 25th 
 

Mix Match Day -- wear clothes that don’t match! 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
A Message from the Fine Arts Team 

Mrs. Cox & Mrs. Zimmerman 

New Tradition for Fine Arts Programs 
 
Greetings Borlaug Bulldogs!  We are excited to introduce a new tradition for Fine Arts programs this year. Mark your 
calendars for Fine Arts Month beginning May 2nd, 2018! On Wednesday, May 2nd, there will be a school wide Art Show 
after school. Each student will choose a composition that will be on display outside their classroom. Art will be on 
display throughout the school the entire week! Music performances will be held during the school day at 9:15 am. 
Grades 1-3 will perform Tuesday, May 15th, and grades 4-6 will perform Thursday May 17th.  

 
 

Fine Arts Month Schedule 
Wednesday, May 2nd: School wide Art Show 3:00-6:00pm & Scholastic Book Fair 
Friday, May 11th: Kindergarten Fine Arts Afternoon at 1:30pm  
Tuesday, May 15th: Spring Concert for Grades 1-3 at 9:15 am in the Borlaug Gym  
Thursday, May 17th: Spring Concert for Grades 4-6 at 9:15am in the Borlaug Gym 
 
 
 
 

Please mark your calendars and be sure to join to see your Bulldog shine! 
 

WELLNESS POLICY 
Classroom Snacks, Birthdays & Classroom Celebrations 

The ICCSD is committed to providing a safe and healthy learning environment for our students. In line with that goal, 
changes are being made to the district’s Wellness Policy regarding classroom snacks birthday treats and classroom 
celebrations.  
NO FOOD BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  
In line with the district’s Wellness Policy, a successful pilot was conducted last school year with some elementary 
schools.  Borlaug implemented the same changes starting in the fall 2015.  Student birthdays will be celebrated in the 
classrooms with a special acknowledgement. Each grade level team has determined a special recognition for students 
who wish to celebrate their birthdays at school. Please note these birthday celebrations will not involve food. If food is 
sent to school for birthdays the food items will be returned home. 
SNACK & HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS (Halloween, Winter Break, and Valentine’s Day parties) :  
When food is served to students in the classroom as a snack or during a classroom celebration, the following rules apply 
(ICCSD Wellness Policy 507.9): 

 allow only fresh fruits/vegetables or purchased foods with the ingredients listed (no homemade foods). 

 allow only foods that meet the Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks. (the only exception to this would be 
food-tasting related to district-approved curriculum lessons)   

 not allow foods with peanuts or peanut butter, or foods that were made in a factory where cross-contamination 
may occur. 

 food that does not meet the guidelines will be sent home.  

 a list of acceptable foods (Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks) will be made available to parents and 
teachers at the beginning of the school year. 

A complete list of approved foods was sent home with your student on the first day of school.  The list also tells where 
the approved food items can be purchased. 

Thank you in advance for assisting us in adhering to the Wellness Policy expectations. 



 

 

 

All 5th and 6th Grade Band Students! 

The beginning of December means it’s concert time! 
 Our first concert will be on Tuesday, December 5 at 7:30 in the West High School Auditorium. 

 The students will need to arrive by 7:00. 

 Our concert dress is nice dress clothes; something that the students can feel professional in. 

 The concert will last about an hour. Each band will sit in the auditorium and listen to the other perform.  

 There is an admission charge to our concerts. $2/adult $1 for seniors and students 

 There will NOT be after school rehearsal the two weeks after our concert (Dec 12 & 19) 

 Afterschool band rehearsals will resume on Tuesday, January 9. 

 Mark your calendars!  

5th grade end of year concert is Tuesday, May 1 at 4:15 in the West High Auditorium.  
6th grade end of year concert is Wednesday, April 25 at 7:30 in the West High Auditorium. 

 
The band has been working hard to prepare a great performance! Thanks for your support and work to get 
kids to rehearsals! 
 
Lee Rabe & Kevin Brown 
Elementary Bands 
Iowa City Community Schools 
 
 
 

A Message from Mrs. Swinbank, Orchestra 
WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY ORCHESTRA DATES FOR 2017-2018 

(Borlaug, Coralville Central, Horn, Kirkwood, Weber, and Wickham) 

 

New Orchestra Website:  https://sites.google.com/a/iowacityschools.org/west-side-elementary-orchestra/ 

 
After School Orchestra Rehearsals: 
After School Orchestra Rehearsals will begin in mid/late-September, rehearsals will occur at Northwest 
Junior High School. 

                Monday: 5th Grade Orchestra, 3:30-4:20 & 6th Grade Orchestra, 4:30-5:20 

 
Concert Dates 

 Tuesday, January 23rd, 2018 Westside BEGINNING Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High School 
Auditorium – Students should arrive at 6:45pm  

 

 Tuesday, January  30th, 2018 Westside ADVANCED Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High 
School Auditorium – Students should arrive at 6:45pm 

 

 Monday, May 7th, 2018, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High School 
Auditorium 

 

 Late May 2017, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert Tour (Borlaug, Horn, and Weber) 

 
 Late May 2017, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert Tour (Coralville Central, Kirkwood, and 

Wickham) 

https://sites.google.com/a/iowacityschools.org/west-side-elementary-orchestra/


 

 

 

  
 

Borlaug Chess Club Begins  
Tuesday, October 3rd  – Before School 7:00AM  

Sponsored by our Borlaug PTO 
 

Welcome back to school.  I have been busy this summer getting ready for chess club.  Last year was quite the 
success, look at the trophies in the library!  This year I am hoping for all the fun of last year and more.  First 
off, this will be my last year coaching Borlaug Chess Club.  I quit my job as a nurse at the university of Iowa 
hospitals.  I had been there for 27 years and now I am going to follow my dream of becoming a high school 
teacher.  Once accomplishing my goal, I will not be able to coach chess at Borlaug. 

We are raising the fees to $40, we are getting Monogramed polo shirts for everyone.  Every student will get a 
US Chess Membership, and a beginner chess puzzle book.     I will also have beginning chess rules books that 
can be checked out to help parents with chess at home.  We will continue Borlaug Elementary as its own 
chess Affiliate with the USCF.  We will continue getting Chess Life, and Chess Life for Kids magazines 
available for checkout and viewing at the Borlaug Library.  The Weber-Borlaug annual tournament will be at 
West High School this year on February 25, 2017. Chess Club is for all levels of chess, from learning to play to 
grandmaster.  OK, well we don't have any grandmasters, but I would sure like to see one of our students 
make the rank of grandmaster and come back and say they got their start at Borlaug Elementary Chess Club 

 I continue to have a behavior contract with students and parents.  I want Chess Club to be fun, but Chess Club 
is not run around the library club, or play on the computer club, or leave the library a mess club.  To this extent 
I am maintaining the three strike rule and after three strikes if a student still wants to be in Chess Club they 
will need to be accompanied by their parent to Chess Club. 

Chess Club will meet at 7:00am at Borlaug on Tuesdays, different time but same location as last year in the 
library.   First club will be October 3rd.  Students must have their student expectation forms filled out and 
signed by a parent before they can attend.  Parents MUST attend an informational meeting at 7:00 pm at 
Borlaug in the library on September 26th.  If unable to make the meeting, you must meet with me prior to 
attending Chess Club.  I am at Café La La from 7-9:30pm on Thursdays with the Hawkeye Chess Club and can 
meet then.  Also at Café La La you can attend the Hawkeye Chess Club and can learn more about chess to 
help your student at home.   

And I always welcome parental help during Borlaug Chess Club, as we get quite a crowd up there.  You don't 
even need to know how to play chess, just how to herd cats.  I am limiting the club to 20 members so as to 
ensure quality chess instruction.  I am sorry I just cannot handle 40 students on my own and unfortunately this 
happened quite frequently last year. 

Looking forward to a great chess year 

Eric G. Vigil, Chess Coach 

 



 

 

 

 
 

BORLAUG CHESS  PROGRAM BEHAVIOR CONTRACT 2017 
 
The Borlaug Chess Club  provides chess instruction and tournament play for kindergarten through 6th grades.  
We ask for a $40.00 donation for supplies and equipment for chess club.  See me if unable to afford the fee, 
some scholarships are available.  In order for our club to succeed, participants need to want to participate in 
chess and agree to abide by the following rules: 

I therefore agree:  

1. I want to participate in chess club and compete in tournament play. 

2. I will be respectful of chess coaches, student volunteers, and parent volunteers. 

3. I will show consideration for others by using an appropriate voice level and by listening and using 
respectful language and gestures. 

4. I will show pride in our school by keeping the school grounds, library and classroom free of litter and 
taking good care of the building. 

5. I will protect and care for the chess pieces, chess boards and other supplies.  I will clean up the  chess 
pieces and boards that I use before leaving. 

6. I will build others “up” and not “down”.  I will not use put downs, gossip or exclude others.  

7. I will not eat snacks in any foyers, classrooms, or library. 

8. I will keep my pride under control in victory and be courteous and gracious in defeat. 

9. I will obey the rules of chess. 

If I disregard one of the above rules, I know the following steps will be taken: 

1) I will be given a warning, and given a behavior warning form that must be signed by my parent before 
returning to Chess Club. 

2) A second infringement of the rules will be similar to the first and a behavior warning form will be sent 
home and must be returned prior to returning to chess club. 

3) If a third behavior infringement occurs the student will be given a behavior warning form and the 
student must be accompanied by their parent in order to participate in chess club in the future. 

4)  In this case, no money will be refunded.  

I acknowledge and agree to the above rules of chess club: 

Student______________________________       Parent_______________________________ 

Birthday_____________________________  Grade:_______________________________ 

Address______________________________               PH#___________________________________      

e-mail________________________________ 



 

 

 

Use Peachjar for ICCSD Information 
The Iowa City Community School District utilizes a new “green” approach to distributing  
information to students from non-profit organizations, intergovernmental agencies,  
and business partners, for which it grants approval. Rather than sending home approved flyers for  
entities outside the school district as in the past, we are now posting such information on Peach Tree which can be 
found by scrolling to the bottom of the front page of the Borlaug website at: www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES.  
This will collectively save school staff thousands of hours of sorting and handling these flyers, as well as reduce the 
amount of paper being distributed saving our natural resources.  Look for the Virtual Backpack link on the homepage of 
all school websites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school district and its schools will continue to send home information for parents and students in students’ 
backpacks as well. Teachers will send home assignments and materials as normal, so be sure to continue to check your 

child’s backpack frequently for school and classroom news and homework.  
 

 
   
 
 
 
 

Borlaug BASP Waiting List Procedures & dates for 2018-2019 school year 
Policies and procedures created in partnership with Iowa City Community School District. 

 

March 31, 2018:   2017- 2018 waiting list is wiped clean, families interested in program may 
submit an application for the lottery system for the 2018-2019 school year. 

February 28 – March 30, 2018: Collecting waiting list applications to be placed on the Borlaug 
BASP list by lottery draw.                                             

April 2, 2018:  LOTTERY DRAW, in front of office personnel. Positions available at Borlaug 
BASP will be offered to families on the waiting list until program is full. 

April 2018:  When program enrollment is full, children will be added to the waiting list. 

Wait list applications will be available on 2/28/18 at the Borlaug School Office, Borlaug BASP, 
www.coralville.org, or e-mail Amy Erickson, Recreation Program Supervisor at Borlaug BASP 
at aerickson@coralville.org  
 

 

http://www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES
http://www.coralville.org/
mailto:aerickson@coralville.org


 

 

 

 

 
 
Never Stop Exploring at SPARK Day Camp 2018. All arrows point to adventure and  
excitement while visiting the magical themed locations planned for each weekly session  
at SPARK. Our adventures will lead us to exciting field trips, making a splash at the  
Coralville Community Aquatic Center, and engaging our minds at the Coralville Public  
Library. And so the Adventure begins at Coralville SPARK 2018!  
 
SPARK Day Camp will be offered at three campus locations:  South (Borlaug Elementary), 
Central (Recreation Center & S.T. Morrison Park) and North (Van Allen Elementary). Themes 
& field trips are listed in summer camp brochure to help you and your child determine which 
sessions best fit your needs.  SPARK Day Camp is open to children who have completed 
kindergarten - those entering 6th grade.  SPARK will run for 10 weekly sessions during the 
summer of 2018, from June 4 – August 10. 
 
Camp Hours   
Basic Camp:  8:15 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 
Extended Camp (early/late):  7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
 
2018 Fees per week: 
    Basic Camp  Early/Late Option 
Coralville Resident,  $175*   $25 
 
All Borlaug families qualify for the resident rate. 
Non– Resident              $185*   $25 
 
*Field Trip Fee of $30 added to Sessions 2, 4, 6 ,8 ,10 
 
Tuition scholarships are available, contact the Recreation Program Supervisor for qualifications 
and paperwork required. 
 
Registration packets available now at the Borlaug School Office, Borlaug BASP, or the 
Coralville Recreation Center.  Questions? Contact Amy Erickson at 319-248-9393 or 
aerickson@coralville.org .  
 
 

mailto:aerickson@coralville.org


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 

                                                                    
 

_______________________  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Is your E-Registration 
Updated? 

E-Registration Updates are important! 

Please remember -  It is very 
important to update your                       
E-Registration Account when 
changes in your address, phone 
number, and/or other important 
information occur! Call us at 688-1155 
if you need any assistance. 

 

Have you filled out the paperwork to receive   
FREE or REDUCED  

meal prices for your student this year? 
This application must be filled out EVERY YEAR! 

Benefits from last year carry over only until Sept. 30, 2017.  
Starting October 1st you will be charged FULL price for meals  

if you don’t have this paperwork on file! 
Please talk to Martha Peterson, Student Family Advocate,  

at 688-1159,  
about completing this paperwork. It is important because failure to 

file this paperwork means you will pay for the  
meals your child eats at Borlaug.    

Thank you. 

 
  

  Borlaug Lost and Found 

Our lost and found is growing.  
Please stop by the Lost and Found 
closet which is between the boys’ 
and girls’ bathrooms in the front 
hallway to see if any items belong 
to your family. 

 



 

 

 

 

PTO News 
March 26, 2018 

 

Dates to 
Remember 
 
 
April 3 
 Borlaug PTO meeting, 

6:30-7:15 p.m. at 
Borlaug 

 Carnival meeting, 
7:15-8 p.m. at Borlaug 

 
April 7 
 Borlaug Carnival, 4-7 

p.m. at Borlaug 

 

Creating Community   Supporting our School    Enhancing Opportunities 

The Carnival is coming! 
Borlaug’s spring carnival will be Saturday, April 7, from 4-7 p.m. at the 
school. Everyone is welcome!  
 
Game ticket sales 
Buy game tickets now! Return the order form (sent home last week in your 
child’s folder) and payment to school by April 3 to save money on tickets. 
10-punch cards available at the door will cost $5 instead of the $4 in 
advance. Families for whom buying tickets is a financial challenge can get 
assistance from Martha Peterson.  
 
We still have a lot of slots open for carnival volunteers – especially helping 
with concessions and bounce houses. Please take a look and see if you can 
take a 30-minute shift.  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-borlaug4 
 
Donate books, DVDs, CDS and games 
Bring your gently-used books, DVDS, games and children’s CDs to the 
Borlaug office. We’ll recycle those for the carnival media walk!  
 
Contribute a basket, item or gift certificate for the silent auction 
Do you have a business? Are you an artist? Do you love to cook? Gift 
certificates, art pieces or hosted meals are great items for the silent auction. 
If there’s any item or service you’d like to donate, please contact Amy 
Bayon at amybayon@gmail.com.  
 
“Like” us on Facebook 
Parents who “like” the Borlaug PTO on Facebook can earn an extra game 
ticket for the carnival! We’ll have a list of “likes” at the carnival or you can 
“like” us on the spot on your smart phone.  
 
Bake or buy baked good for the bake walk! 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-carnival14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-borlaug4
mailto:amybayon@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-carnival14


 

 

  

Page 2           PTO News 

Creating Community   Supporting our School     Enhancing Opportunities 

 
School Safety 
The Iowa City Community School District school board is discussing ways to keep students safe in school. If 
you are interested in sharing your views on this topic, parents are welcome to speak during the public 
comment periods at school board meetings. The next board meeting is Tuesday, March 27, at 6 p.m. at the 
Educational Services Center at 1725 N. Dodge St. in Iowa City.  
Here are the rules for public comments: https://www.iowacityschools.org/Domain/3576 
 
Foreign languages and cultures 
Although we didn’t have enough parents available to help with Spanish classes this fall, the PTO still is 
interested in providing before or afterschool enrichment classes in foreign language or culture. If you 
speak a language besides English and would like to lead a session or two on your language or culture, 
please contact the PTO at BorlaugPTO@gmail.com. We also will need back-up instructors and parents to 
help supervise, so if you would like this programming to move forward, please get in touch.  
 
AmazonSmile 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Borlaug every time you shop, at no cost to 
you.  When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to Borlaug.  To start shopping, go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-5028727.  
 
Box Tops 
We are collecting Box Tops to earn money for our school. Each teacher will have a collection box in his or 
her classroom. 
 
Borlaug PTO Board Members: 
President:  Leslie Austen 
Vice President:  Katy Herbold 
Treasurer:  Jennifer Ratner 
Secretary:  Amy Bayon 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Cybil Miller 
 
How to Reach Us: 
Email:  borlaugpto@gmail.com 
Website:  www.borlaugpto.org 
 

 

https://www.iowacityschools.org/Domain/3576
mailto:BorlaugPTO@gmail.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-5028727
mailto:borlaugpto@gmail.com
http://www.borlaugpto.org/


 

 

 

Borlaug Family Connections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL SCHOOL 

YEAR 

 PTO Meetings on 1st Tuesday of the Month at 6:30pm 

 Volunteer Opportunities 
o Chess Club 
o PTO sponsored events 
o Field trips 
o Classrooms 

 

 

 Ice Cream Social 

 

 Back-to-School Nights 

 ELL Family Night 

  

 

 Book Fair 

 Science Fair 

 Halloween Parade & Parties 

 

 Parent/teacher Conferences 

 

 Winter Sing-Along 

 Winter Classroom Parties 

  

 

 Movie Night 

 Dance Marathon 

 

 Borlaug Night U of I Women’s 
Basketball Game 

 Parent/teacher Conferences 

 Valentine’s Day Parties 
 

 

 International Festival 

 Borlaug’s Got Talent 

 

 Carnival  

 Borlaug Day at the Kernels 
 

 

 Fine Arts Week 

 Book Fair 

 6th Grade Graduation 

 Spring Slide Show  

  

 



 

 

 

Iowa City Community School District’s Attendance 101 

 
WHY IS ATTENDANCE SO IMPORTANT? 

Attendance at school is vitally important to a student’s success.  Research proves it.  It is so 
important, the No Child Left Behind legislation includes attendance as a key component for 

successful schools. 

 
Let’s start with some definitions:   

 Unexcused/Truant:  A student who is absent from school without parent communication or an 
acceptable excuse. 

 Excused:  A student who is absent with parent communication and an acceptable excuse. 

 Approved:  A student is participating in a school activity or the school has received medical or legal 
documentation.   

 

Acceptable excuses for absences and tardies: 

1.  Evidence that the student is not in proper physical or mental condition to attend school or an educational 
program.  The school may ask for medical documentation.  

2.  Medical, dental, chiropractic, optometric or other valid professional appointments. Parents or guardians 
are requested to make their appointments during non-school hours if possible. 

3.   A death in the immediate family or funerals for close relatives. 

4.   Religious holidays. 

5.   Family Vacations.  The school district allows 5 days a year for the purpose of vacations.  Student vacations 
or trips without parent/guardian accompaniment are not excused absences. 

6.   A court appearance or other legal procedure which requires the attendance of the student. 

7.   A quarantine as imposed by a public health officer or school nurse. 

8.   Attendance at special events of educational value as approved by the school attendance officer. 

9.   Approved school activities during class time. 

10. Other absences as approved by the school attendance officer. 

 

The school principal holds the final decision as to whether  
an absence is excused or approved. 

 

In the Iowa City Community School District, we like to communicate with parents so you will receive 
communication from us if your student reaches the following levels of absences:                    

 

8 Excused, 12 Excused, 3 Unexcused, 5 Unexcused (a parent conference is held and an attendance plan 
developed) 

 

If absences continue after the parent conference and attendance plan, the school will refer the student to 
the Johnson County Attorney and a hearing with a Judge will be scheduled. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


