
Pre Algebra 7   2020-2021 
Mrs. Davis, North Central Junior High 

Classroom:  W219 
Phone:  (319) 688-1210  
E-mail:  davis.amy@iowacityschools.org 

Online textbook/resources: - Access through ClassLink.  Directions to set up the launch pad 
were in the “Welcome to Pre Algebra 7” email.  Once the set up is 
complete, you can bookmark the site or access it through Canvas. 
- You may also log in with Clever (clever.com), then log in with 
Google (use ICCSD google account – student email and password) 

Expectations 

 Students must have all required materials in order to fully participate in classroom activities.  
Students are expected to supply their own pencils, 3-ring binder, lined paper, and calculator.  
These materials, along with their covered red accelerated math textbook, red record and 
practice journal, completed homework, and planner should be brought to class every day. 
 

 In order to maximize learning opportunities it is important to start class on time.  When the bell 
rings, students are expected to be in their seats with proper materials on their desk, homework 
out ready to correct, and working on the warm-up exercises. 
 

 Students are expected to be attentive, cooperative, considerate, and remain on task during 
instructional time.  One of the most important aspects of junior high is developing good habits 
needed for future success in school, on the job and in life. 
 

 Students must keep all assignments and activities organized in their binders throughout each 
unit.  A cover sheet will be provided at the beginning of each unit with the list of items to be 
completed and kept in their binder until it is turned in for credit at the end of the unit.  Their 
math binder should be used as a resource tool to monitor daily progress and learning. 
 

 Use of the restroom, drinking fountain, locker, etc. should be taken care of outside of class 
time.  However, I will generally honor requests to leave when asked respectfully.   
 

 Students are expected to follow the Lightning Code. 
 

 All students will follow the 3 P’s. 
 Punctual – You will be on time for class. 
 Polite – You will be respectful to me and to your classmates. 
 Prepared – Your assignment is finished and ready with you at the 
   beginning of class.  Bring all of your math supplies. 
 

mailto:davis.amy@iowacityschools.org


Absences 

 It is the student’s responsibility to find out about make up work when absent from class.  The 
best time to do this is before school.  I am generally in my classroom by 8:00 a.m.  Students can 
also refer to the “absent form” in their team folders to find out what was missed.  Students will 
have twice the number of days missed to get work made up. 
 

 You need to make arrangements to make up a missed quiz or test with me as soon as you 
return to school. You may schedule this during your study hall or before/after school.   
 

 If an absence is anticipated for sports, music, leadership, or other planned activity, students are 
expected to check in prior to missing class.  By checking in, they should correct/hand in work 
that is due that day, get the next day’s assignments, and make arrangements to make up class 
activities if necessary. 
 

Units of Study – Big Ideas Math, A Common Core Curriculum 

Unit 1 Integers     Unit 9 Surface Area and Volume 
Unit 2 Rational Numbers    Unit 10 Probability and Statistics 
Unit 3 Expressions and Equations   Unit 11 Transformations 
Unit 4 Inequalities     Unit 12 Angles and Triangles 
Unit 5 Ratios and Proportions   Unit 13 Graphing and Writing Linear Equations 
Unit 6 Percents     Unit 14 Real Numbers and Pythagorean Theorem 
Unit 7 Constructions and Scale Drawings  Unit 15 Volume and Similar Solids 
Unit 8 Circles and Area    Unit 16 Exponents and Scientific Notation 
 

Daily Homework Grading and Extra Help 

 Homework will be given almost daily and is always due the next day at the beginning of class 
unless announced otherwise.  Students should show their work in an organized fashion when 
applicable.  If specific directions are given for an assignment, they must be followed in order to 
receive credit.  Understanding, organizing and communicating the process of a solution is as 
important as the final answer.  Assignments must be done neatly in lead pencil on lined paper 
with work shown.  Each assignment will be checked for completion and accuracy.  We will go 
over the assignment together in class.  Students will earn 0 – 5 points for each daily assignment. 
 

 Extra help is available before and after school.  You may come in anytime for help 8:00 – 8:45 
a.m. and also 4:00 – 4:30 p.m.  It is your responsibility to communicate your confusion to me.  
Please ask for help when you need it.  
 



Responsibility 

I am a believer in teaching responsibility – you will be responsible for your own learning.  You need to 
follow directions, ask for help when needed, and put effort into your work.  I encourage you to 
communicate with me throughout the school year any concerns you may have.  You may do this in 
person, by note, call me at school, or e-mail. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE END OF THE TRIMESTER TO 
DISCUSS A GRADE WITH ME!  Please see me throughout the trimester so we can have time to plan and 
improve.  My door is always open to those who work hard and take responsibility early. 
 

Tests and Quizzes 

 Unit tests and quizzes are designed to be completed during the time frame of one class period.  
Extra time will be granted for students who do not finish, and arrangements must be made to 
complete the test or quiz within 24 hours (i.e. before/after school or study hall). 
 

 Quizzes and tests are announced at the beginning of each unit prior to the assessment.  Study 
guides/practice tests are provided before unit tests.  Typically there is 1 quiz during the course 
of the unit before the unit test.  About 5 units will be taught per trimester.   
I do not give quiz/test retakes. 
 

Grading 

Minimum %     Grades are approximately figured by: 
A+ 97%      25% Homework 
A 93%      25% Quizzes  
A- 90%      50% Tests 
B+ 87%       
B 83% 
B- 80% 
C+ 77% 
C 73% 
C- 70% 
D+ 67% 
D 63% 
D- 60% 
F 0 

Some final thoughts… 
“Math is not a spectator sport.  You will need to actively participate, roll up your sleeves and get that pencil moving.  
You will also need to move your brain.  Expect to have to think about concepts and problems. Some of the 
problems you will encounter will teach you new techniques: like playing scales on a musical instrument, or running 
laps around a track.  You might not see the point immediately, but they are strengthening you so everything will 
come together when it counts.  Think of them as push-ups for the brain and practice them often.  Some problems 
will require you to think hard and pull concepts together (at this point you will be glad you did your push-ups).  Take 
some time with them, talk about them, take breaks if you are getting frustrated, ask for help if you are stuck, enjoy 
the process: you are learning.” 


