
American Studies Syllabus 2016-2017 Mr. Merulla 

 

Class Procedures – there are four classroom 

rules. They are listed to the right. 

1. You must be in your seat when the 

bell rings – anything else is a tardy. 

2. Write down the day’s assignment in 

your planner. 

3. Class ends on my cue, not the bell – 

wait for me to say “class dismissed”. 

4. You must use class time well. 

Supplies Students must bring a pencil and their 

planner to class. I will not provide pencils 

or pens. 

  

Late work Late work is accepted only if a student has 

been absent due to an illness or family 

emergency. Missing class because of a game 

or other extra-curricular event is not a valid 

reason for turning in work late. 

Absences It is the student’s responsibility to pick up the 

assignment. These will be on the counter next 

to the window. You will be expected to take 

any missed quiz or test on the day you come 

back, unless other arrangements are made. 

Tests, quizzes You will always have notice of a quiz or test. 

There will be at least one day’s notice for 

quizzes, and at least one week for unit tests. 

Units There are six units in American Studies – 

each one will take approximately six weeks to 

cover. There are unit tests at the end of each 

unit. The units follow below. 

1.Pre-Colonial and Colonial This is the period before the Revolutionary 

War. We will explore how the colonies were 

founded, and how they operated. You will be 

required to design your own colony (group 

project). 

2.Revolutionary War We will explore the reasons for the war, and 

why it ended as it did. 

3.The Constitution This unit will cover the type of government 

we have, and how it operates. 

4.Westward Expansion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This covers the period from 1800-1860, when 

the United States tripled in size. We will also 

cover the growing conflict between North and 

South, which led to the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 



5.Civil War and Reconstruction This will begin with the start of the Civil 

War in 1861, and will end with the end of 

Reconstruction in 1877.  

6.Immigration and the Progressive Era This will cover the years when millions of 

people came to America. It will also cover the 

time when people tried to make the country a 

safer place. This will take us to approximately 

1910. 

GRADING Grading will follow the South East 

guidelines. 

Homework Homework will be assigned only in the case of 

the Constitution take home tests. All other 

work will be completed in class, with very few 

exceptions. Any exceptions will be clearly 

listed for that particular PowerSchool 

assignment 

Contact Information I may be reached via email, 

merulla.mike@iowacityschools.org or 688-

7232. This is accessible through PowerSchool 

on the district web page, www.iccsd.k12.ia.us. 

If you need extra help, make arrangements with 

me.  

Assignments are also posted on my teacher 

blog, which is accessible through the school’s 

webpage.  
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