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Spanish 1  
Spanish students use the text Realidades which is designed to balance instruction through the 
practice of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the context of culture.  We will use the 
textbook, two workbooks, as well as audio and video activities in class. 
 
Communicative Topics: 
Para Empezar: Greetings and Introductions 
Ch. 1A:   What do you like to do?   Ch. 1B:   And you, what are you like? 
Ch. 2A:   Your day in school    Ch. 2B:   Your classroom 
Ch. 3A:  Foods – Breakfast and lunch   Ch. 3B:   How to maintain your health 
Ch. 4A:  Where are you going?   Ch. 4B:   Do you want to go with me?     
 
II. Homework: 
Homework will often be assigned in the Practice Workbook.  Most of the assignments should 
take about 15-20 minutes. Assignments might be workbook pages, textbook activities, 
vocabulary practice, writing assignments, worksheets, culture projects and studying for quizzes 
and tests.  It is best to set study time aside every night even if written homework is not assigned.  
Consistent practice helps develop skills and is crucial when learning a world language.   
 
III. Grades: 
Mid-term and trimester grades are based on performance in the following categories:  
homework, quizzes and tests, class participation, workshop, and projects.  If a student is absent, 
work receives credit according to SEJH guidelines. Scores and grades are posted on 
PowerSchool. Late work in always accepted; it’s important to do the practice! The standard 
South East Junior High Percentage Grading Scale is used:  97-100% A+; 91-96% A; 90% A-; 89% B+; 
81-88% B; 80% B-; 79% C+; 71-78% C; 69% D+; 61-68% D; 60% D-; 59% and below F.  
 
IV. Spanish in High School:   
Completion of Spanish I in eighth grade is now the equivalent of Spanish I at the high school. 
Students have three options for Spanish at City High: enroll in Spanish II, Spanish II Honors, or 
repeat Spanish I. As the time gets closer, we will discuss the options and I will help advise 
students on which course to take.  Registration for high school occurs in late January so it is 
important that students develop good study skills and have high performance goals from the 
start of the year.  
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V. How to help when you don’t speak Spanish! 
1.  Practice flashcards and/or offer to give vocabulary and spelling quizzes.   
2.  Encourage your child to go to the textbook’s interactive website and play the games or do the 
practice activities. See my webpage. 
3.  Ask them what they know how to say! Create opportunities for him or her to share new skills 
and encourage him or her to teach those skills to family members. 
4.  Look at your child’s planner and ask to see the completed assignments.  If you use the 
internet, you may check PowerSchool for assignments and dates of upcoming quizzes and tests. 
You may also check my website which is updated daily.   
5.  Have your child explain the notes to you! This is a great way to check for mastery of skills.    
6.  Contact me with any questions or concerns. E-mail is the best and quickest way to get to me, 
but please feel free to call me as well.   
 
 
VI. Extra Help: 
I am always available before and after school, and during Little Hawk Time to help students with 
make-up work, make-up tests, to tutor or re-teach.  When a student finds assignments difficult, it 
is good to schedule extra help so we can define the problem and work out a strategy to help the 
student be more successful. I love working one-on-one and highly encourage it! 
 
 
VII. Contact Me 
PowerSchool is a great way to access assignments, scores, and grades. My website is also 
updated daily with assignments. To get there go to the South East Jr High home page and click 
on: 

 
Teachers & Staff > World Languages > Janelle Snyder > Class Website 

 
 
Please don’t hesitate to e-mail me with questions or concerns that you may have regarding the 
class: snyder.janelle@iowacityschools.org. I’m always happy to help. 
 

 
Let’s have a great year! 
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