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THE VAN ALLEN ROCKET 
James Van Allen Elementary PTO

Welcome back to school, 
Rockets! We have an amazing 
group of teachers and staff, and 
a new rock(et)ing Principal, Mr. 
Eric Ewald!

The role of Van Allen’s PTO 
(Parent - Teacher Organization) 
is to promote and support 
quality educational programs at 
Van Allen. Who is part of the 
PTO? If you have a child at Van 
Allen Elementary, the answer is 
YOU! Every family has an 
interest and investment in the school, and all of us help make the school a fantastic place to learn.

Have you ever wondered, “What exactly does the PTO do?”
I would like to highlight the major campaigns supported by the Van Allen PTO:

❖ The PTO is the main fundraising arm for playground equipment and landscaping improvements. In 2019, 
Van Allen, with district assistance, must replace both composite playground structures. This will require a major 
fundraising campaign. SEE PAGE 3.

❖  Technology for the classroom. In spring of 2016, the PTO successfully led fundraising efforts to provide thirty 
Chromebooks with a traveling charging cart for our students.

❖ The PTO provides 100% of the monies for field trips, with the exception of School of the Wild for 6th 
graders, which is supplemented by the ICCSD Foundation.

❖  The PTO provides speaker fees for guest author and artist visits.

❖ The PTO organizes and pays for staff appreciation meals and events.

We encourage you to get involved with the PTO by supporting fundraisers and volunteering your time and talents. The 
PTO raises funds through the Club’s Choice fundraiser, the Fall Fun Fair, sale of Spirit Wear items, the Birthday 
Boulder, and the Celebration Rocket.

The PTO loves new faces, new ideas, and new volunteers. Please contact us at JVAPTO@gmail.com if you are 
interested in serving or volunteering. Please click, like and follow our Facebook page — James Van Allen PTO.

The next PTO meeting will be Wednesday, October 12th from 6:30-7:30PM in the Team 4 pod. The 
district Math Coordinator will be our guest speaker (see page 3). Childcare will be available and we will have 
treats. We will also discuss the Fall Fun Fair, find out how much the school earned from the Club’s Choice fundraiser, 
and begin organizing a Playground Fundraising Committee.

mailto:JVAPTO@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008248095397&fref=ts
mailto:JVAPTO@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008248095397&fref=ts
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Van Allen Listening Post with 
ICCSD Board Members 
Please clear your calendar the evening of Monday, October 17th 
5:30-7:00PM to attend a community listening post at Van Allen. Joining 
us to answer your questions will be ICCSD Board Members: 

Chris Liebig Paul Roesler Phil Hemingway 
Here are some of the issues that the Board is currently wrestling with: 
- Attendance Boundaries. Secondary boundaries were set, revised, and reversed. What do you think the 

district’s priorities should be? This is your opportunity to voice your opinion! Click HERE for the current 
2017-18 boundaries. 

- Overcrowding. When Kirkwood begins attending North Central next year, the school is projected to be 
109.3% over capacity. Liberty High School is currently projected to be over capacity the first year that all 
four grades are filled (see page 3). Do you have possible solutions that you’d like to share?  

- Bussing. Cuts to discretionary bussing, as well as potential future bussing of students to attain district 
diversity goals, are topics of concern. What do you think? What do your board members think? 

- The Facilities Master Plan. Should it stand as is? Should changes be made? What changes? Why? Click 
HERE for details about the Facilities Master Plan. 

- Changes in Special Education following findings from the Iowa Department of Education. Click HERE 
for an article from the Iowa City Press-Citizen regarding the investigation. Click HERE for the final report 
from the DOE. 

- Disagreement about the best ways to attain diversity and equity across the district. This has been an 
extremely divisive topic across the district. Here is your opportunity to let Board members know how 
you feel. 

- General Obligation Bond Referendum. All the above initiatives are in peril If the School Bond doesn’t 
pass next fall. What can the board - and we, as a community -  do to ensure passage of the bond? 

  

Welcome to the 2015-16 year at James Van Allen Elementary. I am 
so excited to be a part of the wonderful learning community that 
we have for students, staff, and parents. It is exciting to see how 
the Van Allen community supports the learning and development 
of our kids. This school year is off to a great start!

For continued communication throughout the school year, I encourage you to:
• Like us on Facebook –  click to find us at James Van Allen Elementary
• Follow us on Instagram – vanallen_iccsd
• Follow us on Twitter - @VanAllen_ICCSD
These are platforms that we will continue use to highlight our accomplishments and share relevant 
announcements. We look forward to a great year. Please contact our office at 319-688-1185 if we can be 
of assistance to you.
Thanks,
Eric Ewald, Principal  —  #RocketsRock

https://www.facebook.com/James-Van-Allen-Elementary-567088630006912/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/James-Van-Allen-Elementary-567088630006912/?fref=ts
http://www.iowacityschools.org/files/_ENDup_/6e4ec2441e9bc7643745a49013852ec4/Secondary_Boundaries_2017-18_shaded.pdf
http://www.iowacityschools.org/pages/ICCSD/Departments/Operations/FMP
http://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/education/2016/06/13/iowa-city-school-district-reveals-more-noncompliance/85834550/
http://www.boarddocs.com/ia/iccsd/Board.nsf/files/AAVQZZ6BCE8B/$file/IowaCitysitevisitreport%20Redacted%20Version.pdf
http://www.iowacityschools.org/files/_ENDup_/6e4ec2441e9bc7643745a49013852ec4/Secondary_Boundaries_2017-18_shaded.pdf
http://www.iowacityschools.org/pages/ICCSD/Departments/Operations/FMP
http://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/education/2016/06/13/iowa-city-school-district-reveals-more-noncompliance/85834550/
http://www.boarddocs.com/ia/iccsd/Board.nsf/files/AAVQZZ6BCE8B/$file/IowaCitysitevisitreport%20Redacted%20Version.pdf
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NEW 
Playground 
Lifecycle 
Policy 
As of July, 2016, 
the district has a 

new policy in place to govern playground 
equipment replacement, with the goal that 
schools have safe and uniform main 
composite structures. When playground 
equipment is up for replacement, it will be 
incumbent upon the schools to replace the 
existing equipment with equipment from 
an approved vendor. Any additional 
equipment must be separate from the 
main structure, and that equipment as 
well as its placement must be approved by 
the district. The district will own all 
equipment. The district will provide wood 
chips ground cover. The district will 
provide assistance in purchasing 
replacement structures as part of the 
playground and equipment levy. Click 
HERE for Van Allen’s replacement 
schedule, which shows that both existing 
composite structures must be replaced in 
2019 - that’s TWO NEW PLAY 
STRUCTURES IN ONE YEAR. 

The PTO will begin planning a 
major fundraising campaign in 
October. If you would like to be 

part of the new Playground 
Fundraising Committee, please 

email jvapto@gmail.com

Click HERE for an Iowa City Press-Citizen 
article about the changes.

Secondary 
Borders  
At the School Board 
meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 13th, board members voted 4-3 to return to the 
secondary boundaries approved in 2015. This past May, 
Lori Roetlin, Chris Liebig, Phil Hemingway and former 
board member Tom Yates reversed part of the 2015 
secondary boundary plans by voting to assign Kirkwood 
to Northwest and West. With new Board member Paul 
Roesler tipping the vote the other direction, Kirkwood is 
again assigned to North Central and Liberty. The 
addition of Kirkwood students at North Central next year 
will result in projected capacity of 109.3% (click HERE for 
statistics). Issues of transportation, overcrowding, 
diversity and equity are all important issues that we are 
facing - both as a school community and as a larger 
community. The Van Allen PTO urges you to learn more 
about these issues and voice your opinions to your 
School Board. SEE PAGE 2.

HELP!! I Don’t 
Understand My 
Kid’s Math 
Homework!! 

-Why does my child have to 
learn three ways to add 10+10? 

- Why do students have to “explain” everything on 
their homework? 

- Why are they making math more complicated? 

- What’s wrong with the way I learned it? 

Are these questions you have asked yourself? If so, 
come to the next PTO meeting on Wednesday, 
October 12th 6:30-7:30 in the Team 4 pod, and  

Ask the ICCSD District Math Coordinator 
Joye Walker 

Joye will give a short presentation on the district’s 
math curriculum, its implementation, and whether 
change is coming. Come with your questions and 
concerns! Childcare and treats will be provided.

http://www.boarddocs.com/ia/iccsd/Board.nsf/files/A84JTU4EC731/%24file/Playground%20Life%20Cycle%2003162016.pdf
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
http://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/2016/03/31/iowa-city-district-policy-aims-better-playgrounds/82434774/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10208803250136177&set=p.10208803250136177&type=3&theater
http://www.boarddocs.com/ia/iccsd/Board.nsf/files/A84JTU4EC731/%24file/Playground%20Life%20Cycle%2003162016.pdf
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
http://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/2016/03/31/iowa-city-district-policy-aims-better-playgrounds/82434774/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10208803250136177&set=p.10208803250136177&type=3&theater
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Club’s Choice 

Club’s Choice sales have 
historically raised 
$12,000+ for the PTO to 
help support school projects. 
Club’s Choice also provides the 
limo rides and bouncy houses for 
the Fall Fun Fair.  

All the Club’s Choice money and orders have 
been turned in, and orders will arrive at school 
on Tuesday, October 18th.  Volunteers are 
needed to unload the truck from 2-3PM, and 
assist with pick up that evening from 3:30-6PM. 
Older students love helping with this!  

If you are able to help distribute orders, please 
contact the PTO at jvapto@gmail.com 

Fall Fun 
Fair 

Mark your 
calendar for 5:00 
to 8:00pm on 
October 21st!  

The Fun Fair 
Committee has 

put in countless hours to secure donations and 
organize for the best Fall Fun Fair EVER! 

Please look for a note coming soon requesting 
donations for themed baskets by grade for the 
silent auction. 

We are recruiting older students to volunteer 
during the Fun Fair so that parents can enjoy 
the fair with their elementary children. If you 
know of an older student who would like to 
volunteer, please contact jvapto@gmail.com 

Do you own a business, or have an idea for a 
local, state or national business donation? 
Please contact jvapto@gmail.com 

Help the Van Allen PTO whenever you make a 
purchase on the Amazon website! Sign up with 
AmazonSmile, and they will donate 0.5% of every 
sale to the Van Allen PTO. The first time your visit 
https://smile.amazon.com/, select “James Van Allen 
Parent Teacher Organization Inc” as your charity — 
that’s it! AmazonSmile is not available on the 
Amazon app yet, so make your purchases from 
your desktop computer. 

Save Your Box Tops! 

Clip and save your Box 
Tops for Education. Place 
them in a baggie with 
your child’s name and 
teacher’s name. The first 
deadline for the 2015-16 
school year is October 
20th. The classroom that 

turns in the most box tops will earn an extra special 
recess with Mr. Ewald! Last year, Van Allen’s PTO 
earned $1,840!

PTO Meeting Schedule 2016-17 
The PTO will be holding quarterly meetings this 
school year. The board and committees will meet 
separately between meetings if necessary. Any 
parent is welcome at any meeting of the PTO! Please 
let us know if you would like to be involved. Child 
care is available. All meetings are 6:30-7:30PM in the 
Team 4 pod. 
- October 12 - December 14 
- March 8 - May 10

https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
mailto:jvapto@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
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PTO Board and Committee Chairs  

• President: Jacki Marquardt 
• Vice-President: Stef Van Heukelom 
• Treasurer: Brian Wood 
• Secretary: Kayla McKee 
• Volunteer Coordinator and Spirit Wear 

Coordinator: Susan McCabe 
• Communications: Jacki Marquardt 
• DPO Representative: Angela Pitkin 
• Fall Fun Fair Committee: Lauren McDonald, 

Sarah Wiese, Susan Schepanski, Beth Beckett 
• Hospitality Committee Chairs: Heather Newland, 

Kelly Postman 
• Club’s Choice Coordinator: Marianne Hartman 
• Box Top Coordinator: Sarah Saul 
• Ice Cream Social and Kindergarten Breakfast 

Coordinator: Susan Van Scoyoc 
• Birthday Boulder: Kelly Postman

Keep Calm 
and Rocket 
On! 

Show your Van Allen 
Spirit! The PTO has some 
fantastic new spirit wear, 
including Under Armour clothing. We have short- 
and long-sleeved t-shirts, sweatshirts and 
sweatpants, pullovers, golf shirts and water bottles. 
To see all the options, you must view both the pdf 
order form (click HERE) as well as the online link 
(click Van Allen Spirit Wear) - they have different 
options. Paper order forms are also available in the 
office or you can download a form from the Van 
Allen website under the PTO tab. 

Paper forms are due on September 30th. Please fill 
out the form and return it to school with your 
payment in an envelope labeled “Spirit Wear”. 
Website ordering closes on September 26th.

Van Allen 
ROCKS! 

The Van Allen 
Birthday Boulder 
is a fun way to 
display a birthday 
message to your student. Reserve the Birthday 
Boulder for just $10 (proceeds to the PTO). 

Please click HERE to reserve your spot. If your 
child has a summer birthday, consider painting a 
message on their half birthday! Please review 
the rental rules on the SignUp Genius page. 

The boulder can be painted any time after 4pm 
on the day BEFORE your reservation. Only 
birthday messages are to be painted on the 
Birthday Boulder - no other types of messages 
will be accepted at this time.

Celebration Rockets 
Show your your 
Van Allen pride! 
Congratulate a 
friend or thank a 
favorite teacher! 
For $5, you can 
rent a rocket for 
the day! Place a 
rocket in a friend’s 
or teacher’s yard, 
outside your child’s 
classroom, or at 
your own house to 
show your Van 
Allen spirit!  

Please click HERE to reserve a rocket. You may rent 
one rocket, or all four, as they are available. Please 
be sure to review the Rocket rental rules on the 
SignUp Genius page. 

Rockets may be picked up 4:30pm — 5:30pm the 
night BEFORE your reservation, adjacent to the 
school office, and must be returned between 
4:30pm and 5:30pm the day of your reservation. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a9ab2fa20-rockets
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a9ab2fa20-rockets
http://www.edline.net/files/_UUILN_/7fa67507400fa8083745a49013852ec4/Spirit_Wear_Order_Form_09.01.2016.pdf
https://ktforms.com/forms/7053
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a9ab2fa20-vanallen2
http://www.edline.net/files/_UUILN_/7fa67507400fa8083745a49013852ec4/Spirit_Wear_Order_Form_09.01.2016.pdf
https://ktforms.com/forms/7053
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090849a9ab2fa20-vanallen2

