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First Bell Rings at 7:50

Telephone: (319) 688-1155
Fax: (319) 688-1156

October 23, 2017

Tardy Bell Rings at 7:55

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ILL OR WILL BE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
Next Borlaug Newsletter: November 6, 2017
TEAM 1 = Preschool & Kindergarten • TEAM 2 = 1st Grade & 2nd Grade • TEAM 3 = 3rd Grade & 4th Grade • TEAM 4 = 5th Grade & 6th Grade

BREAKFAST/LUNCH PRICES
Full
Reduced
Price
Price
Breakfast
$1.75
30¢
Lunch
$2.50
40¢
Milk
50¢
50¢
Adult Breakfast $1.80
Adult Lunch
$3.50
Call by 8:15 am to order a school lunch if
you would like to eat with your child.

Is your E-Registration Updated?
Please remember –

It is very important to update your
E-Registration Account when changes
in your address, phone number, and/or
other important information occurs!
If you would like to make an appointment
for assistance with E- Registration,
please call us at 688-1155.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
10/23-10/27
10/23/17
10/24/17
10/25/17
10/26/17
10/26/17
10/26/17
10/30/17
10/30/17
10/31/17
11/05/17
11/07/17
11/09/17
11/09/17
11/09/17
11/10/17
11/15/17
11/15/17
11/22 – 11/24
11/28/17
12/05/17
12/15/17

Iowa Assessments Make Up Week
K-MacKay/Ring to Children’s Museum 9:00 am
K-Meyer to Children’s Museum
9:00 am
PTO Book Fair
3:00 to 7:00 pm
PTO Book Fair
2:00 to 6:00 pm
PTO Pizza Dinner
6:00 to 6:30 pm
PTO Science Fair
6:30 to 7:30 pm
Picture retake day
8:15 am & 12:15 pm
Visiting Author – 3rd & 4th grades
1:00 pm
Halloween Parade
2:00 pm
Daylight Savings Time Expires – fall back
PTO Meeting – Media Center
6:30 pm
No AM Preschool today
Preschool P/T conferences
Parent/Teacher Conferences K-6
2:00 to 7:10 pm
Student Council Spirit Day: pj’s & stuffed animal day
No School for Students
Parent/Teacher Conferences
7:40 am to 7:10 pm
No School for Students and Staff
Hearing Testing
PTO Meeting – Media Center
6:30 pm
Student Council Spirit Day: Back to the Future Day

SAFETY: The earliest children should be at school is 7:40, including breakfast which begins at 7:40 am. When children arrive before
that time they are unsupervised. They will wait outside until the 7:50 bell rings unless it is raining or snowing. They are outside
unless the temperature and/or wind chill is below zero. Make sure your children are dressed appropriately for the weather. Cold
days are ahead so we want you to be aware of our procedures.
Students are considered tardy after 7:55.

Thank you.

Be sure to visit our Borlaug website at www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES
Visit the PTO website at https://www.borlaugpto.org/
Non-Discrimination Statement
It is the policy of the Iowa City Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints
of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, please contact Kingsley Botchway II, Director of Equity, 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 52245, 319688-1000, Botchway.kingsley@iowacityschools.org

A Message from Mrs. Shoppa, Borlaug’s Principal
Parent teacher conferences will soon be approaching. It is our goal to have 100% participation in our fall and
spring conferences. If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for a conference time, please contact your child’s
teacher to set a time and date. We have two night conference dates, November 9th and November 15th, and
we have conferences all day on November 15th. Thank you for your participation in this process and for
supporting your child’s education.

BORLAUG HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES
We will celebrate Halloween on Tuesday, October 31st. Here are some important things to remember about
our Halloween activities:





If you do not want your child to participate in our activities, please call the office at 688-1155, and you
may pick your child up early on this day.
Costumes are not required for your child
Our Halloween celebration will be on Tuesday, October 31st
2:00 - Borlaug’s school-wide parade in the gym for parents to watch with classroom parties following
Please park only in legal areas in our parking lots.
Please do not park in the bus circle.

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE RULES FOR COSTUMES
1. Please be sensitive to others when selecting a costume for your child. Please do not bring to school
costumes that are bloody or gory. Masks that are bloody can scare younger children.
2. Fake weapons that go with a costume are to stay at home. Weapons brought to school will remain in
the office.
3. The children are given a few minutes to change into their costumes. STUDENTS SHOULD NOT WEAR
COSTUMES OR MAKE-UP TO SCHOOL. These things will be a distraction to the learning in the
rooms. Students will not receive extra time to put on detailed make-up.
4. You will be contacted if teachers want volunteers to help with costumes.
Please help us make this a day of learning and fun!
Thank you!

Mrs. Reedy Receives
The Robert E. Yager Active Learning Award
At The Iowa Children’s Museum, we believe in the Power of Play and in the positive impact of active learning
on child development and education. Research overwhelmingly asserts that students learn best when they
actively participate in their own learning. Many excellent educators in our community dedicate themselves to
content expertise and facilitating active learning, providing students opportunities to become engaged
learners and dynamic thinkers. In recognition of this strength in our educational community, The Iowa
Children’s Museum will honor four outstanding educators with the “Robert E. Yager Active Learning Award”.
Mrs. Reedy, a special education teacher for Borlaug Elementary School, is one of the four to be honored. The
“Robert E. Yager Active Learning” awards will be presented to the 2017 honorees at The Iowa Children’s
Museum’s annual Celebrate Play Gala on November 10, 2017.
Congratulations, Mrs. Reedy!

PICTURE RETAKE DAY is OCTOBER 30th at 8:15 am
If you wish for your child’s school photo to be retaken, please return your child’s photo package on October
30th. If you wish to purchase your child’s photo, be sure you send to school, on or before picture retake day, a
Halverson Photography envelope. There are envelopes available in the school office.

Square1 Art Fundraiser for Borlaug
Hi Parents! Your student has created artwork that you will soon be able to view and order printed on products
via our partner, Square1 Art. These make awesome keepsakes and gifts and a portion of the profit from every
purchase goes back to Borlaug! Celebrate your child's artistic achievement and support the school - it's winwin! Be watching for the catalog coming home in your child's backpack in November.
Brought to you by the Borlaug PTO
_______________________________________________
Greetings from the Art Room! Students have been working on their first projects for the year. These projects
will be part of PTO’s fundraiser where items can be purchased with your child’s artwork on the items. Each
grade created an original piece, and masterpieces will be coming home soon. Be sure to ask your artist about
their work & how they made their art!
 Kindergarten read The Dot by Peter Reynolds, and looked at Kandinsky as inspiration to make our
first paintings.
 First Grade used Van Gogh The Sunflowers as an inspiration for their oil pastel vase with painted
flowers.
 Second Grade created self portraits.
 Third Grade made oil pastel paintings of cats & dogs using geometric shapes inspired by Paul Klee’s
Cat and Bird.
 Fourth Grade painted moonlit silhouettes focusing on tint in their paintings.
 Fifth and Sixth Grades used Jean Miro’s abstract shapes to create whimsical creatures.

A Note From Mrs. Vitosh, Borlaug Teacher Librarian
The Fall Book Fair is coming to Borlaug!
Thanks to everyone for supporting the PTO and the library.
Here are the hours for the book fair:
10/25 Book Fair
3 to 7 pm
10/26 Book Fair
2 to 6 pm
You can also order online through October 31st. (and our school gets credit) at:
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/normanborlaugelementarysch1

2018 One Book Two Book Festival
We would like to encourage Borlaug Bulldogs to submit their writing!
Students in grades 1-8 in Iowa City-Cedar Rapids Corridor area school districts, or home school students in
those equivalent grades, are encouraged to submit one page of writing for the 2018 One Book Two Book festival
from the Iowa City UNESCO City of Literature. This can be any type of writing: story, essay, poem, song lyric,
graphic novel page, etc. The piece must be an original work, written this school year, and in polished form –
ready for publication. It should be on one side of an 8.5×11 page. It can be single-spaced, but must be at least
12-pt. and in Times or equivalent font. The page should have margins of 1” on each side.
The student’s name should be in the top right corner of the piece. On the separate Student Submission Cover
Form, the following information is required: Student name, grade, school, age as of Feb. 28, 2018, parent or
guardian’s name and contact e-mail and phone number. This form is linked below. In addition, it can be found as
a Google Doc. at http://bit.ly/OneBookTwoBook. This can be filled out and saved as part of a document along
with the submission.
Student work, including the cover sheet, must be submitted to John Kenyon with the City of Literature by Friday,
Dec. 8, 2017. They can be mailed to City of Literature, 123 S. Linn St., Iowa City, IA 52240; or e-mailed as a
Microsoft Word attachment or PDF to info@iowacityofliterature.org. The file name should include the student’s
school, grade and name (e.g. Hoover-4-HannahSmith or Garner-6-JasonJones). If using Google Docs, please
download the file as either a Microsoft Word or PDF document. If the submission is handwritten or drawn, either
scan and email a PDF or mail the original. Originals will be held for one month after the festival; it is the
guardian’s responsibility to follow up if it should be returned.
The student work will be judged by a team from ACT in Iowa City. Recognized students will be honored at a
special “Write Out Loud” event during One Book Two Book on Sunday, Feb. 25, 2018. Two grade level winners
will be chosen, one in each of the following categories:
“The Write Stuff”:

For language, clarity, structure, and emotional impact.

“From the Heart”:

For creativity, passion, and expressiveness.

These students will be invited to read their winning submissions. In addition, a percentage of all students whose
submissions are deemed to be of outstanding quality also will be honored with a “certificate of distinction.” They
also will be invited to attend the Feb. 25, 2018, event.
All recognized students will receive certificates and prizes at the event.
The grade-level prize winners will have their work published in a booklet available at the festival.
Questions? Contact John Kenyon with the City of Literature office at (319) 356-5245 or johnkenyon@iowacityofliterature.org.

Download submission form here

The Extended Learning Program (ELP)
The Extended Learning Program (ELP) provides services to gifted and high ability students. Last year,
changes were implemented in Kindergarten, first and second grades in an effort to provide all students with
equitable opportunities to be screened for ELP services and to expand services to more diverse populations.
These changes involved ELP teachers collaborating with K, 1, 2 classroom teachers to provide several in-class
lessons to all students based on higher order thinking skills. The in-class lessons continue this year on a
semester basis, followed by pull-out enrichment services with the ELP teacher. First and second grade
students will start programming in September, and Kindergarten will begin in January in order to allow these
young students to get acclimated to school. Screening and enrichment will address two areas. First
semester: Language Arts. Second semester: Visual Spatial/Creativity. Parents will be notified by mail or
email if their child is involved in pull-out services. Kindergarten and first graders will not take the Cognitive
Abilities Test as some students did in past years. Rather, primary grade students will be re-evaluated each
semester for pull-out enrichment. All second graders will take the Cognitive Abilities Test later this year to
provide universal screening information for future ELP services and to give instructional staff more
information about students’ abilities. Second grade parents will be notified closer to the assessment time.
This provides broader services to young students during their early developmental stages. More information
is available on the ELP website: http//goo.gl/pygg5u.

Iowa City Community School District

Openings in Borlaug’s Preschool Program
The Iowa City Community School District, as part of
the State-Wide Voluntary Preschool Program, offers
free preschool for children who turn four years old on
or before September 15, 2017.
All programs offer two half-day options:
AM M – F or PM M, T, W, and F.
AM: 7:55 – 10:45 PM: 12:00 – 2:55

Application Information
All applications will be completed online. To complete an application for your child please visit:
www.iowacityschools.org and click on the Preschool Application link under the News heading. Computers
will be available at the Educational Services Center building at 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City for those needing
assistance with filling out the application for their four year old child.

Is your E-Registration Updated?
E-Registration Updates are important!

Please remember - It is very important to update your
E-Registration Account when changes in your address, phone
number, and/or other important information occur! Call us at 6881155 if you need any assistance.

A Message from Mrs. Martha Peterson, SFA and SAM
Borlaug Student and Family Advocate (SFA) and School Administration Manager (SAM)
Borlaug: 319-688-1159
Preparing for Your Child’s Parent Teacher Conference:
As you prepare for your child’s November parent/teacher conferences here are some things to ask/consider:
1.
Is my child performing at a proficient level (up to standard) in basic skills? If my child is
below, what is your plan for helping my child catch up? How can I help?
2. What do my child’s test scores show? What are his/her strengths and weaknesses?
3.
Can we go over some examples of my child’s work? Will you explain how performance is
assessed?
4. Does my child need extra help in any area? What do you recommend? How can we work
together to help my child?
5. Does my child do all the assigned work, including homework? When is homework assigned?
6. Does my child seem to like school and get along with classmates? Have you noticed any
changes in my child since the start of the year?
-Adapted from Henderson, A.T., Mapp, K.L., Johnson, V.R. & Davies, D. (2007). Beyond the Bake Sale: The Essential Guide to Family-School
Partnerships. New York, NY: The New Press.

Conference Transportation
Do you need help getting to/from your child’s conferences? If so, please contact Martha at 688-1159 to
schedule transportation, first come-first scheduled. To more likely assure a ride ALL transportation must
be requested and scheduled a week in advance of your conferences – same day transportation requests
cannot be guaranteed.
Winter Gear
Brrr! It is starting to get a bit cooler outside! Now is the time to start thinking about winter coats, snow pants,
and boots. We can assist with some requests, as available, beginning in early November. Priority is given to
families experiencing temporary living situations and those students walking to school. We cannot guarantee
availability of all items in all sizes. Please contact Martha Peterson at 688-1159 with any questions! Please
consider FIRST the following community resources:

Local second hand stores such as Crowded Closet, Stuff Etc. in Coralville and Iowa City, Kidworks,
Goodwill, and the Salvation Army often have many winter items at reduced prices!
Operation Backpack:
Operation Backpack is a program that temporarily provides students with nutritious, easy to prepare, shelf
stable food at times when other food resources may not be available, specifically on weekends and during
school vacations. Operation Backpack is run through the HACAP Food Reservoir with the help of parent and
community volunteers. If your family might benefit from this service, please contact Martha Peterson at 319688-1159.
Have you filled out the paperwork to receive
FREE or REDUCED
meal prices for your student this year?
This application must be filled out EVERY YEAR!
Benefits from last year carry over only until October 3, 2017.
Starting October 4th you will be charged FULL price for meals if you don’t have this
paperwork on file! Please talk to Martha Peterson, Student Family Advocate,
at 688-1159, or Mary Gauthier, Borlaug Secretary, at 688-1155, about completing this
paperwork. It is important because failure to file this paperwork means you will pay for the
meals your child eats at Borlaug.
Thank you.

YOUNG TROJAN’S WRESTLING CLUB
Dear Wrestlers and Parents,

Welcome to the 2017-2018 Young Trojan’s Wrestling Club, designed for beginner and intermediate ability wrestlers. Please note
that this year practices will be on both Tuesday and Thursday night.
The Young Trojan’s Wrestling Club is designed to teach wrestling by providing developmentally appropriate opportunities through
intelligently structured practices. The environment is designed to be a supportive place for young wrestlers to develop their interest
in the sport. We also believe in the value of competition and encourage participation in both Developmental and Competitive
Tournaments.

**Registration**
Registration is now open on-line at www.iowacitywestwrestling.com
Iowa City West High Varsity Dual Meets
Club Members: Kindergarten through 6th grade
Club Fee: $150 per wrestler or $225 per family
Club Tee-Shirt: Each athlete will receive a club tee-shirt






Tues Nov 28th 6pm v Linn-Mar and Waterloo East
Thurs Dec 7th 6pm v Dubuque Hempstead
Sat Jan 6th 9am-3pm Lepic Duals
Friday Feb 2nd 6pm v CR Prairie

Club Location: Iowa City West HS wrestling room
Club Practice Times: 7 - 8 pm on Tuesday and Thursday
nights

Club Practice Dates (Tues and Thurs nights)





Tournaments for Young Trojan’s
Young Trojan’s are encouraged to wrestle in developmental
tournaments. Below is a small sample of options that will be
available this season:

November: 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 30
December: 5, 12, 14, 19, 21
January: 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30
February: 1, 6, 8






As a general rule, if school is cancelled or dismissed early for
bad weather, there will be no practice.

Green and Gold Fun Day Tournament- Saturday
December 16th. Weigh-ins 9:30am @West High
Wresting Room. Walk-Ins Only.
Lisbon Developmental Tournament – Sunday January
14th. Weigh-ins Noon-1pm @ Lisbon Community
School. Walk-ins only. $10
Linn-Mar Developmental Tournament – Usually on a
Sunday in mid-December. Weigh-ins 11-noon @ LinnMar High School. Walk-ins only. $10

Recognition Night
Green and Gold Developmental Fun Day
Tournament
Saturday, Dec 16th from 9:30-11:30
Fun Day’s are designed to provide the athletes and parents
with an opportunity to experience a tournament within the
friendly confines of the Iowa City West Wrestling Room. After
weigh-ins the athletes will be paired for matches with other
club members of similar weight and grade.

Thursday February 8th from 7-7:45 in Wrestling Room
All wrestlers will be individually recognized for their efforts
over the course of the season.

The Competitor Award
We hope that all Young Trojan’s aim to earn the Competitor
Award




Participate in at least 17 practices
Compete in the Green and Gold Developmental Fun
Day Tournament
Compete in 2 additional tournaments

TROJAN wrestling
Presents

Big game wrestling Club
September-November
Time: Monday and Wednesday from 7-8:30pm
Cost: $100 or $150 for family (register and pay at practice, make checks payable to “Trojan Wrestling Club”)
Dates:
September 18m, 20w, 25m, 27w
October 2m, 4w, 9m, 11w, 16m, 18w, 23m, 25w, 30m
November 1w, 6m, 8w

November-April
Time: Monday and Wednesday from 7-8:30pm
Cost: Grades K-6 $215
Grades 7-8 $115
Family Rate is $300
(register and pay on-line at www.iowacitywestwrestling.com)

Dates:
November 13m, 15w, 20m, 27m, 29w
December 4m, 6w, 11m, 13w, 18m, 20w, 27w
January 3w, 8m, 10w, 15m, 17w, 22m, 24w, 29m, 31w
February 5m, 7w, 12m, 14w, 19m, 21w, 26m, 28w
March 5m, 7w, 19m, 21w, 26m, 28w
April 2m, 4w

Trojan “Dominator” Award


70 points criteria (at least 28 points from scheduled practices)
o Junior High wrestlers have separate criteria



Points can be earned from Nov 13th to April 7th



Practices +1 point



Local Tournament 2 points plus Bonus



Qualifiers/State/Regional/National Events 5 points plus Bonus

BONUS Points 8 man or larger bracket
1st +9
4th +3
2nd +7
5th-6th +2
rd
3 +5
7th-8th +1
`



BONUS Points 2-6-man bracket
1st +3
2nd +2
3rd +1

Fun Day Tournament Participating, Officiating, Timing, Bracketing +4 points
Dual Team Participation +2 points

BONUS Points Criteria
+1 for every win by your weight class

Borlaug Spirit Days Sponsored by Student Council
Month

Spirit Day/Week

September 22nd

Sports Day -- Wear your favorite sports team clothing or
colors

October 20th

Heritage Awareness Day -- Represent your cultural
heritage by bringing a photo, a story, a book, a video, a
song, or traditional dress! We look forward to seeing the
many unique ideas our families come up with and learning
about all of the many represented cultures at our school!

November 10th

Pajama Day w/ Stuffed Animal -- Wear some comfy
pajamas and feel free to bring a stuffed animal along for
this exciting day!

December 15th

Back to the Future Day -- Dress like you are from the
future! What year will it be? Maybe the year 3030!

January 19th

Dress as your parent or teacher day!
* What would your parent or teacher wear ?

February 16th

Color Wheel Day -- Each grade will be wearing a different
color
PK/K- Red
1st- Orange
2nd- Yellow
3rd- Green
4th- Blue
5th-Purple/Pink
6th- White

March 9th

Disney Day -- wear a shirt or dress up as your favorite
Disney character

April 13th

Decades Day! -- Dress up from the 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s
(Poodle skirts, disco pants, neon colors)

May 11th

Career Day -- Dress up to match the career you want to
have some day!

May 25th

Mix Match Day -- wear clothes that don’t match!

A Message from the Fine Arts Team
Mrs. Cox & Mrs. Zimmerman
New Tradition for Fine Arts Programs
Please note the date changes to May 15th and 17th for the performances
Greetings Borlaug Bulldogs! We are excited to introduce a new tradition for Fine Arts programs this year. Mark your
calendars for Fine Arts Month beginning May 2nd, 2018! On Wednesday, May 2nd, there will be a school wide Art Show
after school.Each student will choose a composition that will be on display outside their classroom. Art will be on
display throughout the school the entire week! Music performances will be held during the school day at 9:15 am.
Grades 1-3 will perform Tuesday, May 15th, and grades 4-6 will perform Thursday May 17th.
Fine Arts Month Schedule
Wednesday, May 2nd: School wide Art Show 3:00-6:00pm & Scholastic Book Fair
Friday, May 4th: Kindergarten Fine Arts Afternoon at 1:30pm
Tuesday, May 15th: Spring Concert for Grades 1-3 at 9:15 am in the Borlaug Gym
Thursday, May 17th: Spring Concert for Grades 4-6 at 9:15am in the Borlaug Gym

Please mark your calendars and be sure to join to see your Bulldog shine!

WELLNESS POLICY
Classroom Snacks, Birthdays & Classroom Celebrations
The ICCSD is committed to providing a safe and healthy learning environment for our students. In line with that goal,
changes are being made to the district’s Wellness Policy regarding classroom snacks birthday treats and classroom
celebrations.
NO FOOD BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
In line with the district’s Wellness Policy, a successful pilot was conducted last school year with some elementary
schools. Borlaug implemented the same changes starting in the fall 2015. Student birthdays will be celebrated in the
classrooms with a special acknowledgement. Each grade level team has determined a special recognition for students
who wish to celebrate their birthdays at school. Please note these birthday celebrations will not involve food. If food
is sent to school for birthdays the food items will be returned home.
SNACK & HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS (Halloween, Winter Break, and Valentine’s Day parties) :
When food is served to students in the classroom as a snack or during a classroom celebration, the following rules
apply (ICCSD Wellness Policy 507.9):
 allow only fresh fruits/vegetables or purchased foods with the ingredients listed (no homemade foods).
 allow only foods that meet the Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks. (the only exception to this would be
food-tasting related to district-approved curriculum lessons)
 not allow foods with peanuts or peanut butter, or foods that were made in a factory where crosscontamination may occur.
 food that does not meet the guidelines will be sent home.
 a list of acceptable foods (Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks) will be made available to parents and
teachers at the beginning of the school year.
A complete list of approved foods was sent home with your student on the first day of school. The list also tells where
the approved food items can be purchased.

Thank you in advance for assisting us in adhering to the Wellness Policy expectations.

Important Dates for all Borlaug Band Members!
5th grade after school beginning band rehearsals:
Tuesdays 3:20-4:20 in the north band room at West High School starting October 3.
Concert dates:
 December 5 at 7:30 in the West High School Auditorium.
 May 1 at 4:15 in the West High School Auditorium This is the last 15 min of our regular rehearsal time
6th grade after school advanced band rehearsals:
 Tuesdays 3:40-4:40 in the band room at Northwest Junior High starting September 19.
 Concert dates:
 December 5, 7:30 PM in the West High School Auditorium
 April 25, 7:30 PM in the West High School Auditorium
During school lessons will start the week of Sept 18. I will work one lesson in for the 6th grade before they
go to school of the wild.

A Message from Mrs. Swinbank, Orchestra
WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY ORCHESTRA DATES FOR 2017-2018
(Borlaug, Coralville Central, Horn, Kirkwood, Weber, and Wickham)

New Orchestra Website: https://sites.google.com/a/iowacityschools.org/west-side-elementary-orchestra/
After School Orchestra Rehearsals:
After School Orchestra Rehearsals will begin in mid/late-September, rehearsals will occur at Northwest
Junior High School.
Monday: 5th Grade Orchestra, 3:30-4:20 & 6th Grade Orchestra, 4:30-5:20
Concert Dates
 Tuesday, January 23rd, 2018 Westside BEGINNING Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High
School Auditorium
 Tuesday, January

30th, 2018 Westside ADVANCED Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High
School Auditorium

 Monday, May 7th, 2018, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m., @ West High School

Auditorium
 Late May 2017, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert Tour (Borlaug, Horn, and Weber)
 Late May 2017, Westside Elementary Orchestra Concert Tour (Coralville Central, Kirkwood, and

Wickham)



Borlaug Chess Club Begins
Tuesday, October 3rd – Before School 7:00AM
Sponsored by our Borlaug PTO
Welcome back to school. I have been busy this summer getting ready for chess club. Last year was quite
the success, look at the trophies in the library! This year I am hoping for all the fun of last year and more.
First off, this will be my last year coaching Borlaug Chess Club. I quit my job as a nurse at the university of
Iowa hospitals. I had been there for 27 years and now I am going to follow my dream of becoming a high
school teacher. Once accomplishing my goal, I will not be able to coach chess at Borlaug.
We are raising the fees to $40, we are getting Monogramed polo shirts for everyone. Every student will get
a US Chess Membership, and a beginner chess puzzle book. I will also have beginning chess rules books
that can be checked out to help parents with chess at home. We will continue Borlaug Elementary as its
own chess Affiliate with the USCF. We will continue getting Chess Life, and Chess Life for Kids magazines
available for checkout and viewing at the Borlaug Library. The Weber-Borlaug annual tournament will be at
West High School this year on February 25, 2017. Chess Club is for all levels of chess, from learning to play to
grandmaster. OK, well we don't have any grandmasters, but I would sure like to see one of our students
make the rank of grandmaster and come back and say they got their start at Borlaug Elementary Chess Club
I continue to have a behavior contract with students and parents. I want Chess Club to be fun, but Chess
Club is not run around the library club, or play on the computer club, or leave the library a mess club. To this
extent I am maintaining the three strike rule and after three strikes if a student still wants to be in Chess
Club they will need to be accompanied by their parent to Chess Club.
Chess Club will meet at 7:00am at Borlaug on Tuesdays, different time but same location as last year in the
library. First club will be October 3rd. Students must have their student expectation forms filled out and
signed by a parent before they can attend. Parents MUST attend an informational meeting at 7:00 pm at
Borlaug in the library on September 26th. If unable to make the meeting, you must meet with me prior to
attending Chess Club. I am at Café La La from 7-9:30pm on Thursdays with the Hawkeye Chess Club and
can meet then. Also at Café La La you can attend the Hawkeye Chess Club and can learn more about chess
to help your student at home.
And I always welcome parental help during Borlaug Chess Club, as we get quite a crowd up there. You don't
even need to know how to play chess, just how to herd cats. I am limiting the club to 20 members so as to
ensure quality chess instruction. I am sorry I just cannot handle 40 students on my own and unfortunately
this happened quite frequently last year.
Looking forward to a great chess year
Eric G. Vigil Chess Coach

BORLAUG CHESS PROGRAM BEHAVIOR CONTRACT 2017
The Borlaug Chess Club provides chess instruction and tournament play for kindergarten through 6th grades.
We ask for a $40.00 donation for supplies and equipment for chess club. See me if unable to afford the fee,
some scholarships are available. In order for our club to succeed, participants need to want to participate in
chess and agree to abide by the following rules:

I therefore agree:
1. I want to participate in chess club and compete in tournament play.
2. I will be respectful of chess coaches, student volunteers, and parent volunteers.
3. I will show consideration for others by using an appropriate voice level and by listening and using
respectful language and gestures.
4. I will show pride in our school by keeping the school grounds, library and classroom free of litter and
taking good care of the building.
5. I will protect and care for the chess pieces, chess boards and other supplies. I will clean up the chess
pieces and boards that I use before leaving.
6. I will build others “up” and not “down”. I will not use put downs, gossip or exclude others.
7. I will not eat snacks in any foyers, classrooms, or library.
8. I will keep my pride under control in victory and be courteous and gracious in defeat.
9. I will obey the rules of chess.
If I disregard one of the above rules, I know the following steps will be taken:
1) I will be given a warning, and given a behavior warning form that must be signed by my parent
before returning to Chess Club.
2) A second infringement of the rules will be similar to the first and a behavior warning form will be sent
home and must be returned prior to returning to chess club.
3) If a third behavior infringement occurs the student will be given a behavior warning form and the
student must be accompanied by their parent in order to participate in chess club in the future.
4) In this case, no money will be refunded.
I acknowledge and agree to the above rules of chess club:
Student______________________________

Parent_______________________________

Birthday_____________________________

Grade:_______________________________

Address______________________________

PH#___________________________________

e-mail_________________________________

Use Peachjar for ICCSD Information
The Iowa City Community School District utilizes a new “green” approach to distributing
information to students from non-profit organizations, intergovernmental agencies,
and business partners, for which it grants approval. Rather than sending home approved flyers for
entities outside the school district as in the past, we are now posting such information on Peach Tree which
can be found by scrolling to the bottom of the front page of the Borlaug website at:
www.iowacityschools.org/BorlaugES.
This will collectively save school staff thousands of hours of sorting and handling these flyers, as well as
reduce the amount of paper being distributed saving our natural resources. Look for the Virtual Backpack
link on the homepage of all school websites.

The school district and its schools will continue to send home information for parents and students in
students’ backpacks as well. Teachers will send home assignments and materials as normal, so be sure to
continue to check your child’s backpack frequently for school and classroom news and homework.

Borlaug Elementary & City of Coralville Partnership
The City of Coralville contributed funds to expand the gymnasium and add other features in Borlaug
Elementary when the school building was constructed. This expansion allows the Coralville Parks &
Recreation Department to provide and supervise recreational programming during after school hours. The
Coralville Parks and Recreation Department provides & supervises the Borlaug Before & After School
Program, SPARK Day Camp, open gym hours*, and rentals of the multi-purpose and gymnasium during
after school hours. Borlaug Elementary School activities will have priority to this space, followed by the
Coralville Recreation Department programs and finally additional hours will be available to rent to local
residents and groups.
If you are interested in renting the gymnasium or multi-purpose room, please contact Amy Erickson,
Recreation Program Supervisor, for a rental request form. Dates and times available, rates for rentals, and
deadlines for rental requests are listed on the form. To request a form, call the Borlaug Before & After
School Program number at 319-248-9393 or e-mail Amy at aerickson@coralville.org
*Open Gym hours will begin in November at the Borlaug Gymnasium. Planned Open Gym hours are:
Sundays 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and Thursdays 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Watch the Borlaug Bulletin for additional
information. We do not allow organized team practice during Open Gym and children 4th grade and below
must be supervised by a parent or responsible adult. Open Gym is closed during ICCSD breaks including:
Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break, and Spring Break

Coralville Parks & Recreation Presents:
Friday Night Lights located at Borlaug Elementary!
Thank goodness it’s Friday Night Lights!
Let’s celebrate all that is great about Fridays together.
Get ready to sweat it out in the gym, express your creativity with art,
and hang out with your friends “Friday Night Lights” style.
Pizza along with fruit and drink are provided.
Price:
Grade:
Location:
Questions?:

$22 resident rate per child. *All children attending Borlaug Elementary will pay resident fee.
K – 6th graders
Borlaug Elementary School Gymnasium & Multi-Purpose Room
To register, contact the Coralville Recreation Center at 319-248-1750
Contact Amy Erickson at 319-248-9393 or aerickson@coralville.org

“Homecoming”
Celebrate the best of fall with a Homecoming Party. Wear your favorite team’s colors and support the home
team at Friday Night Lights. Make a team pennant, take aim at our football toss, take your picture at our
photo booth, and get ready to show your team pride at Friday Night Lights.
FRIDAY
DATE
TIME
CLASS#
Sept. 29
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
5805.300
Deadline:
9/27/17

“Glow Party”
Our days may be getting shorter but we are lighting up the gym with a glow party, Friday Night Lights Style!
Wear your neon colors and get ready to dance the night away under the disco ball stars. Glow bracelets,
scooter relays, neon paint party, and of course, dancing are all in store.
FRIDAY
DATE
Nov. 3
Deadline:

TIME
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
11/01/17

CLASS#
5805.301

“Trolls”
I Got This Feeling….. You need to attend our Trolls Party. Create your own adventure with making your own
Trolls wig, play Troll Bingo, and create a delicious treat especially for Trolls to eat while we watch the movie.
FRIDAY
DATE
Dec. 1
Deadline:

TIME
6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
11/29/17

CLASS#
5805.302
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Dates to
Remember
October 25-26


Book Fair

October 26


Science Fair

Science Fair
Our first Science Fair will be THIS THURSDAY from 6-7:30 p.m. All grades are
welcome to participate in this non-competitive event that includes FREE
pizza! Food will be served at 6 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room, followed by
the science fair in the gym. Please stop by to check out all the cool science
experiments and see the University of Iowa’s mobile science lab!
Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair will be Wednesday and Thursday in the library.
Attending the book fairs is a great way to encourage your children to read
and an opportunity to pick up books at very reasonable prices!

November 7


PTO Meeting, 6:30
p.m., Borlaug library

We still need a few more volunteers to help at the book fair. Please sign up
here: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-fall3
Fall Fundraising Campaign
You should have received a letter in the mail this month about the PTO’s fall
fundraising campaign – which takes the place of selling wrapping paper,
magazines or chocolate. This way, nearly 100 percent of your donation goes
directly to events, clubs and teacher support provided by PTO at Borlaug..
The deadline is Nov. 30. Thanks in advance for your support!
Fall Conferences
Do you make fantastic chili or magnificent muffins? Would you love to share
your creations with the Borlaug staff during fall conferences? Sign up here to
bring food Nov. 9 or
15: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1-staff2
Hearing Van
We need a few parents to help with hearing tests at Borlaug on Nov. 28.
Please sign up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45adad2aa2fc1gwaea4
Box Tops
We are collecting Box Tops to earn money for our school. Each teacher will
have a collection box in his or her classroom.
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Searching for food vendors!
If you are a restaurant owner or food distributor – or have connections to one – the PTO would love to talk
with you about a food sponsorship for a PTO event. The PTO would be glad to name sponsors on publicity
materials or our monthly newsletter. If you’re interested or have questions, please contact Katy Herbold at
katyherbold@gmail.com.
Crayola ColorCycle Program
Crayola and Borlaug are banding together to help kids understand the importance of their role in
protecting the environment through the Crayola ColorCycle program. Through this initiative, Borlaug
students and teachers will be collecting used markers that are ready to be discarded. The markers are sent
to a facility where they are converted into clean fuel. This fuel can be used to power vehicles, heat homes,
cook meals and more! During the 2015-2016 school year we recycled over 600 markers. All teachers will
have collection boxes in their rooms. You may send in any brand of marker with your child for recycling.
AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Borlaug every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to Borlaug. To start shopping, go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-5028727.
Next PTO Meeting
The next meeting of the Borlaug PTO will be Tuesday, Nov. 7, at 6:30 p.m. in the Borlaug library. All Borlaug
parents are members of PTO so we hope to see many of you there!
Borlaug PTO Board Members:
President: Leslie Austen
Vice President: Katy Herbold
Treasurer: Jennifer Ratner
Secretary: Amy Bayon
Volunteer Coordinator: Cybil Miller
How to Reach Us:
Email: borlaugpto@gmail.com
Website: www.borlaugpto.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BorlaugElementaryPTO?ref=hl
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Borlaug Family Connections
ALL SCHOOL
YEAR




PTO Meetings on 1st Tuesday of the Month at 6:30pm
Volunteer Opportunities
o Chess Club
o PTO sponsored events
o Field trips
o Classrooms





Back-to-School Nights
ELL Family Night





Winter Sing-Along
Winter Classroom Parties




International Festival
Borlaug’s Got Talent







Ice Cream Social

Book Fair
Science Fair
Halloween Parade & Parties



Parent/teacher Conferences





Movie Night
Dance Marathon
Borlaug Night U of I Women’s
Basketball Game




Parent/teacher Conferences
Valentine’s Day Parties




Carnival
Borlaug Day at the Kernels







Fine Arts Week
Book Fair
6th Grade Graduation
Spring Slide Show

Iowa City Community School District’s Attendance 101
WHY IS ATTENDANCE SO IMPORTANT?
Attendance at school is vitally important to a student’s success. Research proves it. It is so
important, the No Child Left Behind legislation includes attendance as a key component for
successful schools.
Let’s start with some definitions:
 Unexcused/Truant: A student who is absent from school without parent communication or an
acceptable excuse.
 Excused: A student who is absent with parent communication and an acceptable excuse.
 Approved: A student is participating in a school activity or the school has received medical or legal
documentation.
Acceptable excuses for absences and tardies:
1. Evidence that the student is not in proper physical or mental condition to attend school or an educational
program. The school may ask for medical documentation.
2. Medical, dental, chiropractic, optometric or other valid professional appointments. Parents or guardians
are requested to make their appointments during non-school hours if possible.
3. A death in the immediate family or funerals for close relatives.
4. Religious holidays.
5. Family Vacations. The school district allows 5 days a year for the purpose of vacations. Student vacations
or trips without parent/guardian accompaniment are not excused absences.
6. A court appearance or other legal procedure which requires the attendance of the student.
7. A quarantine as imposed by a public health officer or school nurse.
8. Attendance at special events of educational value as approved by the school attendance officer.
9. Approved school activities during class time.
10. Other absences as approved by the school attendance officer.

The school principal holds the final decision as to whether
an absence is excused or approved.
In the Iowa City Community School District, we like to communicate with parents so you will receive
communication from us if your student reaches the following levels of absences:
8 Excused, 12 Excused, 3 Unexcused, 5 Unexcused (a parent conference is held and an attendance plan
developed)
If absences continue after the parent conference and attendance plan, the school will refer the student to
the Johnson County Attorney and a hearing with a Judge will be scheduled.

