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Tardy Bell Rings at 7:55

PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ILL OR WILL BE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL
Next Borlaug Newsletter: September 26th
TEAM 1 = Preschool & Kindergarten • TEAM 2 = 1st Grade & 2nd Grade • TEAM 3 = 3rd Grade & 4th Grade • TEAM 4 = 5th Grade & 6th Grade

BREAKFAST/LUNCH PRICES
Full
Reduced
Price
Price
Breakfast
$1.55
30¢
Lunch
$2.25
40¢
Milk
50¢
50¢
Adult Breakfast $1.80
Adult Lunch
$3.50
Call by 8:15 am to order a school lunch if
you would like to eat with your child.

Is your E-Registration Updated?
Please remember –

It is very important to update your
E-Registration Account when changes
in your address, phone number, and/or
other important information occurs!
If you would like to make an appointment
for assistance with E- Registration,
please call us at 688-1155.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

09/15/16
09/22/16
09/22/16
09/22/16
09/22/16
09/22nd - 28th
09/27/16
09/30/16
10/03/16
10/04/16
10/07/16
10/10/16
10/12/16
10/16/16
10/17-10/21
10/24-10/28
10/31/16
11/01/16
11/08/16

Super Band Lesson – Northwest JH
6:00-8:00 pm
6th Grade to Camp Wild
Kindergarten Back to School Night
5:30-6:30 pm
st
nd
1 & 2 Grades Back to School Night
6:30-7:30 pm
Dine Out For Education to benefit School Foundation
6th graders to Camp Wild
ELL Parent Night – Multi Purpose Room
6:30-7:30 pm
School Picture Day
Flu Shot Clinic – Lounge
3:00-5:30 pm
PTO – Media Center
6:30 pm
No School for Students/Teacher Professional Development
No School for Students/Staff – Columbus Day
District Parent Organization – Library
11:30-1:30 pm
Run for the Schools
Iowa Assessment Week
Iowa Assessment Make Up Week
Halloween Parade – time to be determined
PTO – Media Center
6:30 pm
Election Day

SAFETY: The earliest children should be at school is 7:40, unless they are eating breakfast which begins at 7:30. When
children arrive before that time they are unsupervised. They will wait outside until the 7:50 bell rings unless it is raining
or snowing. They are outside unless the temperature and/or wind chill is below zero. Make sure your children are
dressed appropriately for the weather. Cold days are ahead so we want you to be aware of our procedures.
Students are considered tardy after 7:55.
Thank you.

Be sure to visit our Borlaug website at http://www.edline.net/pages/Borlaug_Elementary_School
Non-Discrimination Statement

It is the policy of the Iowa City Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and socioeconomic status in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints
of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, please contact Kingsley Botchway II, Director of Equity, 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 52245, 319688-1000, Botchway.kingsley@iowacityschools.org

A Message from Mrs. Shoppa, Borlaug’s Principal
Every Child, Every Day, Whatever it takes to be Borlaug BEST!
We had excellent attendance at our Team 3 and Team 4 Back-to-School Night on September 1st. If you were
unable to attend, and you would like to see the Power Point presented that evening, please speak with your
child’s teacher. Our Kindergarten and Team 2 Back-to-School Night will be on Sept. 22nd. This is our
opportunity to share with families the curriculum & instructional materials unique to your child’s grade level,
and to let your child share his/her classroom with you! Please see the information below in regard to where
you and your child will start your evening.
Kindergarten and Team 2 Back-to-School Night on September 22nd
5:30- 5:55

Kindergarten presentation for parents & students with kindergarten teachers in multi-purpose room

6:00- 6:30

Kindergarten families and teachers move to their classrooms tours
1st Grade presentation for parents & students with 1st grade teachers in multi-purpose room
6:30 – 6:55 nd
2 Grade families to classrooms for classroom tours

7:00-7:30

2nd Grade presentation for parents & students with 2nd grade teachers in multi-purpose room
1st Grade families to classrooms for classroom tours

ELL Parent Night
You’re invited to Borlaug to learn more about our
ELL (English Language Learner) Program!
What: ELL Parent Meeting
When: Tuesday, September 27th, 6:30-7:30 pm
Where: Borlaug
Who: Parents of ELL students
Why: To discuss and explain the ELL Program, methods of instruction, curriculum, and exit criteria.
Questions about your child’s ELL Program will be answered.
(If you came last year, you do not need to come again. It will be much of the same information.)

Notifying School about Absences, Appointments and
After School Change in Plans
Please call Borlaug’s school office phone number, 319-688-1155, regarding student absences, appointments
and change in plans as to how your child will go home after school. Emails to teachers and/or the school
secretary may pose difficulties.
 The teacher and/or secretary may not be at school and their substitutes will not have access to the
email accounts.
 Most days because of our teachers instructional schedules, they do not have time to review emails
until after the school day has ended and would not see your request in time to honor your wishes.
 Infrequently our email system may be down for maintenance, etc., and we would not see the request.
By calling the school office directly, we will be able to accommodate your requests. If it is for a change in
plans on how your student is getting home that day, please call by 2:30 pm, except for Thursdays, please call
by 1:30 pm.

Dear Parents,
I’m excited to tell you about a very special program I’m coordinating at our school in conjunction with Crayola. It’s called
Crayola ColorCycle – an amazing program devised to turn used markers into energy! We participated in this program
last year and I am happy to report that we recycled over 600 markers!
All around Borlaug Elementary students and teachers will be collecting used markers that are ready to be discarded.
The markers will be sent to a facility where they will be converted into clean fuel. This fuel can be used to power
vehicles, heat homes, cook meals and more!
Please help support our efforts by sending your kids in with any used markers you may have around the house – even
non-Crayola brands. Drop-off boxes will be located around the school for your child to deposit the markers.
Thank you in advance for participating! With the help of parents like you across the country, the Crayola ColorCycle
program can keep tons of plastic out of landfills each year. Please contact me with any questions
at jill.delowery@gmail.com
Remember, don’t throw out that used marker—ColorCycle it!
Sincerely,
Jill Delowery
Learn more at http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle

A Note From Mrs. Vitosh, Borlaug Teacher Librarian
I have enjoyed meeting all the Borlaug students and look forward to getting to know them!
All students at Borlaug come to the library twice each week. They have a 27-minute
library class once per week. During this period, students will learn about different
types of literature, how the library is organized, how to use the card catalog, research
skills, etc. Students also come to the library once per week to select and check out
reading materials. (Kindergarten students will have one class a week in the library which will include a check
out and a second class each week in the computer lab to start learning basic computer skills.)
We allow kindergarten students to check out one book at the beginning of the year, after their book care unit.
Later in the year kindergarten students will check out two books. 1st and 2nd grade students may check out
three books, and 3rd - 6th grade students can have four library materials at a time. These materials could
include books or magazines. Please check your child’s classroom schedule for check out times.
Materials from the library can be kept for two weeks, but may be returned sooner your child may check out
new books. Materials may also be renewed. We are so excited to have students checking out library
materials. It is very important that students read every day. We do not charge overdue fines, but we do ask
that students return books as soon as possible to make them available for others.
We welcome your students to the library and hope they’ll find many books and magazines of interest! Please
let Mrs. Vitosh or Ms. Paulsen, our library secretary, know if you have any questions about check out!

Important Dates for all Borlaug Band Members!
5th grade after school beginning band rehearsals:
Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 in the north band room at West High School starting October 5.
Concert dates:



December 7 at 4:15 in the West High School Auditorium. This is the last 15 min of our regular rehearsal time
April 26, 7:30 PM in the West High School Auditorium

6th grade after school advanced band rehearsals:
Tuesdays 3:40-4:40 in the band room at Northwest Junior High starting September 20.
Concert dates:



December 6, 7:30 PM in the West High School Auditorium
April 26, 7:30 PM in the West High School Auditorium

More 5th grade information:
Our first band lesson will be the “Super Lesson” on Thursday, September 15 at:
Northwest Junior High
1507 8th Street Coralville
(Right across the street from the Coralville Recreation center).
Flutes, clarinets, saxophones, trumpets, euphonium and tuba, trombones, and percussion and their parents will meet
from 6:00-7:00 PM. French horn players and their parents will meet from 7:00-8:00 PM. The evening will start off with
introductory remarks from the band instructors in the Little Theater. Then students will divide up so that all trumpets
are in one room, trombones in another, etc. During this time, your child will be taught how to put his or her instrument
together, how to hold it, and produce a sound on it.
Notes about the Super Lesson:
 Parents: Please attend the super lesson with your student – you have made an investment, it is good for you to
also learn how to protect and care for it.
 Be sure to have your instrument and supplies, noted on the back of this page by Sept 15.
 Do not take your instrument out of the case before the super lesson!! It is important to avoid accidental
damage and bad habits.
 If you are not able to go to the super lesson, please let me know so we can try to schedule a make-up time
before the first week of regular lessons.
 Parking will be limited so arrive early. There is paring both in front and behind Northwest Junior High

A Message from Ms. Megan Recker, SFA
Borlaug Student and Family Advocate (SFA)
Borlaug: 319-688-1159 and Horn: 319-688-1115
Need School Supply Assistance? – If you are in need of assistance gathering school supplies for your child please
contact Megan Recker. We still have basic school supplies available thanks to a generous donation from Togather
Together, a non-profit group serving Johnson County, and other kind donors. If you are interested in donating supplies
we are in need of gently used or new backpacks, 1 –inch binders, and yellow highlighters! Donations can be delivered to
the school office and marked for Megan. Thank you!!!

What is Early ACCESS?
Have you ever had concerns about your child’s development? Does your child have any existing health or medical
conditions, including prematurity or life changing conditions such as foster care, drug or lead exposure?
Early ACCESS is the system implemented by the state of Iowa to serve children from birth to age three, who have either
a developmental delay, or have a condition that has a high probability of later delays if early intervention services are
not provided. Eligible children and their families receive service coordination to assist them in accessing the services
and supports they need.If you would like more information regarding Early ACCESS or you would like to refer your child
to Early ACCESS, call 319-399-6746.

Iowa City Community School District
WELLNESS POLICY
Classroom Snacks, Birthdays & Classroom Celebrations
The ICCSD is committed to providing a safe and healthy learning environment for our students. In line with
that goal, changes are being made to the district’s Wellness Policy regarding classroom snacks birthday treats
and classroom celebrations.
NO FOOD BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
In line with the district’s Wellness Policy, a successful pilot was conducted last school year with some
elementary schools. Borlaug implemented the same changes starting in the fall 2015. Student birthdays will
be celebrated in the classrooms with a special acknowledgement. Each grade level team has determined a
special recognition for students who wish to celebrate their birthdays at school. Please note these birthday
celebrations will not involve food. If food is sent to school for birthdays the food items will be returned home.
SNACK & HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS (Halloween, Winter Break, and Valentine’s Day parties) :
When food is served to students in the classroom as a snack or during a classroom celebration, the following
rules apply (ICCSD Wellness Policy 507.9):
 allow only fresh fruits/vegetables or purchased foods with the ingredients listed (no homemade foods).
 allow only foods that meet the Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks. (the only exception to this
would be food-tasting related to district-approved curriculum lessons)
 not allow foods with peanuts or peanut butter, or foods that were made in a factory where crosscontamination may occur.
 food that does not meet the guidelines will be sent home.
 a list of acceptable foods (Healthy Food Guidelines/ Smart Snacks) will be made available to parents
and teachers at the beginning of the school year.
A complete list of approved foods was sent home with your student on the first day of school. The list also
tells where the approved food items can be purchased.

Thank you in advance
for assisting us in adhering to the
Wellness Policy expectations.

Girls on the Run
Calling all Girls!
Girls on the Run is an after school program that uses the power of running to prepare girls
for a lifetime of self-respect and healthy living.
During our 10 week; 20-lesson curriculum we will work on just a few goals!
● Having a strong sense of identity
● Focusing on their unique strengths and talents
● Honoring of true friendship and real teamwork
● We will train together to walk/run in a 5k race
Who: Girls 3rd - 6th grade, no running experience required!
When: MON/WED 3:10-4:40 beginning September 7th
Where: Borlaug Elementary
Registration is open! Go to www.girlsontheruniowa.org to register. (paper registrations available at your
school)
Fee: $150; Minimum payment of $10 required but multiple levels of scholarships available.
Every girl who wishes to participate will be accepted as long as space is available. The fee you choose to
pay is kept confidential. (minimum payment can be waived by contacting the Executive Director.
estherbaker@girlsontherun.org)
We are still looking for assistant coaches who want to join the fun at Borlaug. If we can get enough coaches
involved, we will expand our enrollment to include more girls from the waiting list. If you have questions, or
are interested in becoming an Assistant Coach or Running Buddy for a girl,
please contact: Head Coach – Candice Stevens: cnbstevens@gmail.com or 358-9996 or Program ManagerHolly Reed: holly@girlsontheruniowa.org.

Borlaug Elementary &
City of Coralville Partnership
The City of Coralville contributed funds to expand the gymnasium and add other features in Borlaug
Elementary to allow the Coralville Recreation Department to provide and supervise recreational
programming during after school hours. Coralville Recreation Department provides & supervises the Borlaug
Before & After School Program, open gym hours*, and renting the multi-purpose and/or gymnasium after
school hours. Borlaug Elementary School activities will have priority to this space, followed by the Coralville
Recreation Department programs and finally additional hours will be available to rent to local residents and
groups.
If you are interested in renting the gymnasium or multi-purpose room, please contact Amy Faulkner,
Recreation Program Supervisor for a rental request form. Dates and times available, rates for rentals, and
deadlines for rental requests are listed on the form. To request a form, call the Borlaug Before & After School
Program number at 319-248-9393 or e-mail Amy at afaulkner@coralville.org
*Open Gym hours will begin in November at the Borlaug Gymnasium. Planned Open Gym hours are:
Sundays 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. and Thursdays 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Watch the Borlaug Bulletin for additional
information. We do not allow organized team practice during Open Gym and children 4th grade and below
must be supervised by a parent or responsible adult.

Borlaug Chess Club Begins
Wednesday, October 5th – 3:00-4:15
Welcome back to school. I have been busy this summer getting ready for chess club. Last year was quite the
success, look at the trophies in the library! This year I am hoping for all the fun of last year and more. First
off, we are going to leave the donation at $20, we are getting T-shirts for everyone. Adults can buy one for
$15 if they want to be fashionable. We will continue Borlaug Elementary as its own chess Affiliate with the
USCF. We will continue getting Chess Life, and Chess Life for Kids magazines available for checkout and
viewing at the Borlaug Library. We will continue to participate in the Eastern Iowa Elementary Chess League
with the other schools to compete in interschool matches. I may even bring a Grandmaster to play a
blindfolded simul against our students. I would love for us to send a team to National Elementary
tournament in Nashville Tennessee this year. It is Super Nationals and 5000 students will be participating.
Let’s show the country what we got!
The Weber-Borlaug annual tournament will be at Borlaug this year on February 25th 2017, we have worked on
tables and chairs and we will have a lovely playing space for this great annual tournament. One parent told
me that it was the best playing area that he has been to.
Chess Club is for all levels of chess, from learning to play to grandmaster. OK well we don't have any
Grandmasters, but I would sure like to see one of our students make the rank of grandmaster and come back
and say they got their start at Borlaug Elementary Chess Club
I continue to have a behavior contract with students and parents. I want chess club to be fun, but chess club
is not run around the library club, or play on the computer club, or leave the library a mess club. To this extent
I am instituting a 3 strike rule and after three strikes if a student still wants to be in chess club they will need to
be accompanied by their parent to chess club.
I have worked on my chess this summer and attended the US Open in Indianapolis, IN and successfully
completed my test for FIDE Arbiter. ! I can now run international tournaments. I renewed my Level II Chess
Coach Certification with US Chess.
Chess Club will meet right after school on Wednesdays - different time but same location as last year in the
media center. First club will be October 5th. Students will have to have their student expectation forms filled
out and signed by a parent before they can attend. And I always welcome parental help as we get quite a
crowd up there. . You don't even know how to play chess, just how to herd cats. On average we had 40
students playing chess on a given day. It will also be very important to have contact information, as I cannot
be expected to stay late if you are late picking up your child. Looking forward to a great chess year.

Eric G. Vigil
Chess Coach

BORLAUG CHESS PROGRAM BEHAVIOR CONTRACT 2016
The Borlaug Chess Club provides chess instruction and tournament play for kindergarten through 6th grades.
We ask for a $20.00 donation for supplies and equipment for chess club. No child will be turned away if
unable to provide the donation. In order for our club to succeed, participants need to want to participate in
chess and agree to abide by the following rules:
I therefore agree:
1. I want to participate in chess club and compete in tournament play.
2. I will be respectful of chess coaches, student volunteers, and parent volunteers.
3. I will show consideration for others by using an appropriate voice level and by listening and using
respectful language and gestures.
4. I will show pride in our school by keeping the school grounds, library and classroom free of litter and
taking good care of the building.
5. I will protect and care for the chess pieces, chess boards and other supplies. I will clean up the chess
pieces and boards that I use before leaving.
6. I will build others “up” and not “down”. I will not use put downs, gossip or exclude others.
7. I will not eat snacks in any foyers, classrooms, or library.
8. If I disregard one of the above rules, I know the following steps will be taken:

1) I will be given a warning, and given a behavior warning form that must be signed by my parent before
returning to Chess Club.
2) A second infringement of the rules will be similar to the first and a behavior warning form will be sent
home and must be returned prior to returning to chess club.
3) If a third behavior infringement occurs the student will be given a behavior warning form and the
student must be accompanied by their parent in order to participate in chess club in the future.
4) In this case, no money will be refunded.
I acknowledge and agree to the above rules of chess club:
Student______________________________

Parent_______________________________

Birthday_____________________________

Grade:_______________________________

PH#___________________________________

e-mail_________________________________

Birthday____________________________

Address_______________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________

VIRTUAL BACKPACK
The Iowa City Community School District utilizes a new “green” approach to distributing
information to students from non-profit organizations, intergovernmental agencies,
and business partners, for which it grants approval. Rather than sending home approved flyers for
entities outside the school district as in the past, we are now posting such information on a Virtual
Backpack webpage throughout the school year for all to see. This will collectively save school staff thousands
of hours of sorting and handling these flyers, as well as reduce the amount of paper being distributed saving
our natural resources. Look for the Virtual Backpack link on the homepage of all school websites.
The school district and its schools will continue to send home information for parents and students in
students’ backpacks. Teachers will send home assignments and materials as normal, so be sure to continue to
check your child’s backpack frequently for school and classroom news and homework.
http://www.edline.net/pages/ICCSD/Virtual_Backpack

Borlaug Elementary &

Borlaug Family Connections
ALL SCHOOL
YEAR




PTO Meetings on 1st Tuesday of the Month at 6:30pm
Volunteer Opportunities
o Chess Club
o PTO sponsored events
o Field trips
o Classrooms
o Girls on the Run
o Spanish Club



Back-to-School Nights





Winter Sing-Along
Winter Classroom Parties



International Festival






Ice Cream Social
1st Day of School Parent Breakfast

Halloween Parade & Parties





Parent/teacher Conferences
Book Fair
Team 4 Fine Arts Night




Dance Marathon
Borlaug Night U of I Women’s
Basketball Game







Parent/teacher Conferences
Valentine’s Day Parties
Borlaug’s Got Talent
Team 3 Fine Arts Night





Team 2 Fine Arts Night
Carnival
Borlaug Day at the Kernels







Kindergarten Celebration of Learning
Book Fair
Spring Sing-Along
Music in the Village
6th Grade Graduation

Iowa City Community School District’s Attendance 101
WHY IS ATTENDANCE SO IMPORTANT?
Attendance at school is vitally important to a student’s success. Research proves it. It is so
important, the No Child Left Behind legislation includes attendance as a key component for
successful schools.
Let’s start with some definitions:
 Unexcused/Truant: A student who is absent from school without parent communication or an
acceptable excuse.
 Excused: A student who is absent with parent communication and an acceptable excuse.
 Approved: A student is participating in a school activity or the school has received medical or legal
documentation.
Acceptable excuses for absences and tardies:
1. Evidence that the student is not in proper physical or mental condition to attend school or an educational
program. The school may ask for medical documentation.
2. Medical, dental, chiropractic, optometric or other valid professional appointments. Parents or guardians
are requested to make their appointments during non-school hours if possible.
3. A death in the immediate family or funerals for close relatives.
4. Religious holidays.
5. Family Vacations. The school district allows 5 days a year for the purpose of vacations. Student vacations
or trips without parent/guardian accompaniment are not excused absences.
6. A court appearance or other legal procedure which requires the attendance of the student.
7. A quarantine as imposed by a public health officer or school nurse.
8. Attendance at special events of educational value as approved by the school attendance officer.
9. Approved school activities during class time.
10. Other absences as approved by the school attendance officer.

The school principal holds the final decision as to whether
an absence is excused or approved.
In the Iowa City Community School District, we like to communicate with parents so you will receive
communication from us if your student reaches the following levels of absences:
8 Excused, 12 Excused, 3 Unexcused, 5 Unexcused (a parent conference is held and an attendance plan
developed)
If absences continue after the parent conference and attendance plan, the school will refer the student to
the Johnson County Attorney and a hearing with a Judge will be scheduled.

