
GO TWAIN TIGERS! 

October 24, 2016 

Hello Families, 

First, a big thank you! 

Thank you so much for getting your children to school last week ready to take 
the Iowa Assessments. I know that we all have busy schedules, so this is no 
small feat. The class as a whole was positive, engaged, and really put forth 
their best efforts during this testing week.  Hopefully we can get back to our 
normal routine now that testing is over. These tests are just one measure of 
your child’s growth from year to year, so we are happy to get back to the 
full-time business of learning and growing! 

I just have a few reminders today, so I’ll list them below. As always, if you 
have any questions, feel free to message me on BLOOMZ, send me an email, 
or phone the school and leave a message with our school secretary. I can 
usually respond in a few hours during the day, but may not be able to call you 
until after school.  

● Our school will have its annual Halloween Parade next Monday 
afternoon at 2:00. If you’d like to send your child’s costume to school, 
they will put them on right before the parade. We will have a short party 
following the parade. Also, if you’d like to send a healthy snack for our 
party (fruit, veggies, crackers, popcorn), we would really appreciate it. 

● We will begin our first round of fifth grade “book reports” this week, 
with me modeling our first reports. After students understand the 

 



concept, they will have a list of options to choose from for each report 
for the rest of the year, but this first assignment will be one where we all 
do the same report.  These reports will largely be completed at home, 
with a book of their choice, and our first reports will be due November 
14. I will try and list these due dates on our Twain Classroom page so 
that you can refer to that calendar. 

● Parent -Teacher conferences are coming up in November! At this fall 
conference, we will review your child’s progress towards meeting the 
goals for fifth grade, view some of their daily work, and discuss goals 
for the next several months. If your child works with any other teachers 
in the building, they will also attend the conference if their schedule 
allows. If you haven’t signed up already, please ask your child for the 
conference sign-up sheets sent home the last two weeks, or check on 
BLOOMZ if you are using that resource. 

● We are wrapping up our first science unit in November on the Sun, 
Moon, and planets. Our next unit will begin immediately after, and will 
be our first chemistry unit, Mixtures and Solutions. We piloted this unit 
last year at Twain, and the students really got involved in the 
investigations and designing their own trials. I will share their science 
notebooks with you at conferences. 

Have a fantastic week, and I hope you can enjoy this beautiful fall weather. 

Stephanie Hnesh 

Twain- 5th Grade 

 


