
Longfellow Elementary  
PLAYGROUND GUIDELINES 

Longfellow School has a beautiful campus with a variety of equipment and areas for children to 
enjoy playing.  The purpose for recess is to allow students the opportunity to expend energy, 
have fun, and make responsible decisions about social interactions with age-alike peers.  In order 
to assure that this occurs for all students, it is necessary to have expectations that are enforced 
and supported by all members of the Longfellow Community.   

General Recess Expectations 

 Play in designated areas. 

 Follow directions of staff members who are supervising recess. 

 Notify a supervisor before leaving the playground to return to the building (use first 
floor restrooms only – South door). 

 Display your Longfellow PRIDE at all times.  Be peaceful, respectful, show your 
integrity, dependability, and display your excellence! 

 Refrain from: eating or gum chewing, picking up or throwing mulch, snow, or other 
objects, and playing “chasing” or “tag” games around the structures. 

 
Play Structure Area (located to the east of the building) 

Boundaries: Students may play in the areas around the play structure that are covered by wood 
chips.  There are also some grassy areas and the sidewalk directly east of the building that can be 
used for play or sitting at the tables. 

 The west boundary is the sidewalk to the east of the building. 

 The east boundary is the fence along the alley. 

 The south boundary is a line that runs parallel to the sidewalk in front of the school (over 
to the wood chips/south fence area). 

 The north boundary is the sidewalk between the play structure and the soccer field (with 
the exception of sledding in the winter). 

Slides 
One person at a time, sits flat on bottom, go down feet first, and down only. 
Swings 
One person at a time, swing back and forth only, stop swing before getting off, stand clear of the 
swings while playing or waiting for your turn.  The playground supervisor may use a time limit 
if necessary to help assure everyone gets a turn. 
Tire Swing 
Maximum of two people on the swing at a time, one person pushing at a time, and if you are 
waiting to ride, please stand outside the metal supporting bars. 
Zip Line 

Use only if you can reach the handle, form a line outside of the metal arches that hold up the zip 
line, swing all the way across the line, and do not leave the handle in the middle. 
Fire Pole 
Slide down only. 
Climbing Ladder 
Up only. 
Space Link and Space Net 
Climb as high as you feel comfortable, four people only on the top, give others enough space to move, don’t  
crawl over other kids, 3 point (for example: hand, hand, foot) contact at all times, one person in a seat at a 
time, no hanging upside down, bouncing, or jumping off.  Climb down to the ground to get off, pay 
attention to the people climbing down-they have the right of way, 50 count rule at the top of the space net. 
Hard Surface Area (located to the northwest of the building) 
Boundaries:  

 The edge of the hard surface on the east and west sides 



 The chain that separates the south edge of the hard surface from the parking lot 

 Soccer games may be played: 
o East field – grades 1 - 4 
o Lower field – grades 5/6 

 
 
 

Winter Playground Expectations 
 

 If there is snow on the ground, students must have boots on to play in the snow.  They 
must have snow pants on if they are sitting or lying in the snow. 

 Sledding is permitted when the orange cones are in place and there is a supervisor on 
playground duty.  The school will provide plastic sheet-type sleds.  Students may not 
bring their own sleds from home.  Only one person to a sled, no trains, and no ramps 
should be observed.  Lines form at the top of the hill.  The supervisor will give the “go” 
signal.  Students should sled between the cones and get out of the sledding area as 
quickly as possible after reaching the bottom of the hill.   

 No picking up or throwing snow. 

 Rolling snow for a snowman or fort is acceptable. 

 When the wind chill is below zero degrees, students will stay inside for recess.  
Additionally, Mr. Pisarik and Mr. Ferrel will make assessments on ice conditions.  We 
will use ice melt as much as possible to allow students to safely play outside, but in some 
instances, ice may force us inside as well. 

 Students should wear hats, mittens, winter coats, etc. for health reasons when outside 
during winter months. 

 


